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From Murrieta to Palestine

Smash All Borders

MURRIETA, CA, 
June 13 — “Stop racist 
deportations, working 
people have no nations!” 
“Las luchas obreras, no 
tienen fronteras!” Over 
sixty members and 
friends of Progressive La-
bor Party chanted loudly 
and carried red flags 
while marching through 
the heart of Murrieta, 
California, the site of a lo-
cal Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) 
detention center. 

The situation in Mur-
rieta is a product of U.S 
imperialism. U.S.-fueled 
political and economic 
instability has forced 
these children from their 
homes as the wars over 
oil in the Middle East 
have produced over 2 
million displaced work-
ers. For many, the choice 

is flee or die. As imperialist oil wars break out 
across the globe, the number of displaced work-
ers will only grow.

Since October 2013, increasing poverty, 
drugs, and gang violence have forced more than 
57,000 unaccompanied children from Central 
America to flee north to the United States (see 
page 2). A large number of these children have 
been transferred to Murrieta’s detention center, 
making it a flashpoint for anti-immigrant racism. 

Emboldened by Deporter-in-Chief Barack 
Obama’s racist deportation of over 2 million 
workers, racists across the U.S. have created a cli-
mate of fear by staging counter-protests to dis-
rupt pro-immigrant vigils, launching vile racist 
taunts, and claiming that the children are carry-
ing diseases into the United States. 

We marched though Murrieta to inspire the 
local residents to stand up and fight racism. While 

some residents responded with hostility, others 
supported our boldness. We made new friends 
while giving out CHALLENGE and leaflets that at-
tacked the racists, which led one person to say, 
“Thank god! I hate them, too.” Two Home Depot 
workers shared CHALLENGEs with co-workers in 
the break room. One worker passing by joined the 
march! He explained that many of his friends have 
bought into anti-immigrant racism but that he 
had not. He was glad to see an organized group 
offering an alternative. 
“The Most Important Thing We Did”

Over the course of three days, PLP members 
organized for the march while at the American 
Federation of Teachers (AFT) convention in LA 
by leafleting delegates and raising the crisis in 
Murrieta at several forums. As a result of these ef-
forts, seven Chicago teachers marched with us in 
Murrieta. As the march ended, one of them gave 
a speech and said, “We stand in solidarity with all 
children…Coming here was the most important 
thing we did at this convention.” Another teacher 
pointed out that the main cause of immigration is 

Continued on page 3



OUR FIGHT 

 

LProgressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship of 
the capitalist class. We organize workers, 
soldiers and youth into a revolutionary move-
ment for communism. 

LOnly the dictatorship of the working 
class — communism — can provide a lasting 
solution to the disaster that is today’s world 
for billions of people. This cannot be done 
through electoral politics, but requires a 
revolutionary movement and a mass Red 
Army led by PLP.

LWorldwide capitalism, in its relentless 
drive for profit, inevitably leads to war, fas-
cism, poverty, disease, starvation and envi-
ronmental destruction. The capitalist class, 
through its state power — governments, 
armies, police, schools and culture — main-
tains a dictatorship over the world’s work-
ers. The capitalist dictatorship supports, 
and is supported by, the anti-working-class 
ideologies of racism, sexism, nationalism, 
individualism and religion.

LWhile the bosses and their mouthpieces 
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism 
is the real failure for billions worldwide. 
Capitalism returned to Russia and China 
because socialism retained many aspects of 
the profit system, like wages and privileges. 
Russia and China did not establish commu-
nism.

LCommunism means working collectively to 
build a worker-run society. We will abolish 
work for wages, money and profits. While 
capitalism needs unemployment,  
communism needs everyone to contribute 
and share in society’s benefits and burdens.

LCommunism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses rac-
ism to super-exploit black, Latino, Asian and 
indigenous workers, and to divide the entire 
working class.

LCommunism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women — sexism — and 
divisive gender roles created by the class 
society.

LCommunism means abolishing nations 
and nationalism. One international working 
class, one world, one Party.

LCommunism means that the minds of 
millions of workers must become free from 
religion’s false promises, unscientific think-
ing and poisonous ideology. Communism will 
triumph when the masses of workers can 
use the science of dialectical materialism to 
understand, analyze and change the world 
to meet their needs and aspirations.

LCommunism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions 
of workers — eventually everyone — must 
become communist organizers. Join Us!
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WHO WRITES FOR CHALLENGE?
The fact that CHALLENGE/PLP articles 

are not signed grows from PLP’s criticism of 
the cult of the individual in the former socialist 
Soviet Union and China. We do not want to en-
courage the possibility of building up a “follow-
ing” around any particular individual.

While an article may be written by one 
person, the final version is based on collective 
discussion and criticism. Many times this col-
lective discussion even precedes an individual’s 
writing of an article.

U.S. Imperialism Targets Children

Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free….

For the 57,000 unaccompanied child migrants caught 
by the U.S. capitalists’ border patrol since last October, the 
Statue of Liberty is the world’s biggest liar. 

U.S. rulers have powerful reasons to take a hard line 
against these vulnerable children. First, granting them refu-
gee status could alienate their home countries’ regimes and 
further open the door to China, the U.S. bosses’ top imperi-
alist rival and Latin America’s second-leading trade partner. 
In January, the Community of Latin American and Carib-
bean States (CELAC) established a China-CELAC forum — a 
significant move in a region with historical ties to Taiwan. 
On May 17, as Agence France Press reported, Honduran For-
eign Minister Mireya Aguero said her country was “open” to 
diplomatic relations with China, “a country of indisputable 
world importance.” On July 14, the new Honduran president 
blamed the migrant surge on U.S. neglect of his country in 
the “war on drugs” (Reuters). He and his regional counter-
parts appear to be open to the highest bidder.

Second, the child migrants — and the hundreds of 
thousands who might follow them — create more super-
profits for U.S. capitalists back in their home countries. Un-
der the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA), 
companies like Chiquita, Dole, Nike, and Fruit of the Loom 
can pay Honduran workers $1.40 an hour or less to create 
exportable goods — and consume U.S. exports — with min-
imal tariffs. As Jeff Faux, the founder of the Economic Policy 
Institute (a finance capital think tank), explained:

Ninety-five percent of the children in this latest flood 
come from Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador 
— nations that are virtual economic colonies of the 
United States….Their role in this system of crony 
capitalism is to provide the cheap labor to cut the 
sugar cane, haul the coffee and bananas, and slave in 
sweatshops and the kitchens of tourist resorts (Huff-
ington Post, 6/24/14). 

Immigrants Suffer from Capitalists’ Split
Finally, the migrant children pose a political threat to 

the rulers’ DREAM Act and ENLIST initiative, which to pro-
vide the cannon fodder for the next global war (see CHAL-
LENGE, 7/2/14). Finance capital (represented by both lib-
eral Democrats like Obama and mainstream Republicans) is 
fighting to beat back a challenge by other capitalists led by 
the Koch Brothers and the Tea Party. 

With a minimal stake in multi-national banks and oil 
companies like ExxonMobil, and a shorter-term profit 
outlook, the Tea Party wing has little interest in funding 
grand-scale preparations for World War III.  Their isolation-
ist, anti-interventionist foreign policy is consistent with 
their virulently racist anti-immigrant rhetoric. Seeing no 
need for a Dream Act carrot, they resort exclusively to the 
fascist stick: a fast-tracked expulsion of all undocumented 
immigrants. In a primary election in June, the previously 
unknown Tea Partier Dave Brat, an anti-immigration zealot, 
unseated powerful House Majority Leader Eric Cantor. 

The migrant children 
give the Tea Partiers more 
ammunition, and so the big 
bosses have decided they 
must go. On July 11, from 
a detention center in New 
Mexico, the first 40 Hondu-
ran women and children 
were sent home. 

Bosses’ Child 
Abuse

As the rest await pro-
cessing — and almost cer-
tain expulsion — by the 
bosses’ immigration judges, 
tens of thousands of chil-
dren are being warehoused 
at military bases in Texas 
and California.  According 
to a coalition of advocacy 
groups, they have suffered 
“widespread and system-
atic” abuse, ranging from 
a lack of beds, food, and 
water to verbal, sexual, and 
physical abuse. Many have 
been painfully shackled or 

kept in ice-cold cells. In one 
case, a seven-year-old boy 

— who suffered from malnutrition and weighed only 25 
pounds — was held by Border Patrol agents without medi-
cal treatment. “He was eventually hospitalized and under-
went emergency surgery” (The Guardian, 6/11/14).

As the UN High Commissioner for Refugees noted, the 
detention of children can have a “devastating effect … on 
their emotional and psychological development, even if 
they are not separated from their families.”

In response, U.S. President Barack Obama asked Con-
gress for $3.7 billion to fund more drone surveillance, 
beefed-up border security, additional detention facilities, 
and more judges to deport the children more efficiently. 
Emphasizing that he had “no major disagreement” on the 
issue with hard-line Texas Governor Rick Perry, Obama has 
deported a record two million-plus and counting. His relent-
less attacks on immigrants give cover to gutter racists like 
the mob in Murrieta, California, that recently blocked three 
busloads of mothers and children bound for processing at a 
local border patrol station (see article on front page). As the 
president sheds crocodile tears over this “urgent humani-
tarian situation,” he is following a long ruling-class history 
in using anti-immigrant racism to divide the international 
working class (see box, page 3).  

CIA Coup in Honduras
The traumatized Central American children, like millions 

of other refugees, have been pushed from their homes by 
the impoverishment and lethal horrors of U.S. imperial-
ism. Most are from Honduras, El Salvador, and Guatemala, 
a region called a “corridor of violence” by the International 
Crisis Group (Counterpunch, 7/9/14). Honduras became 
more dangerous after the 2009 coup against President Ma-
nuel Zelaya, who had proposed a 60 percent increase in the 
minimum wage and the limited distribution of land to small 
farmers.

Interviewed by Amy Goodman of Democracy Now!, 
Rodolfo Pastor Fasquelle, Zelaya’s minister of culture, said, 
“I know for a fact that CIA operatives and military person-
nel of the United States were in direct contact with the con-
spirators of the coup d’état and aided the conspirators of 
the coup d’état” (6/01/11). In the run-up to the ouster and 
kidnapping of Zelaya, two major U.S. companies, Chiquita 
and Dole, harshly criticized his minimum wage proposal for 
cutting into corporate profits. A few years earlier, Chiquita 
was defended by U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder, then 
a partner in the Washington law firm Covington and Burl-
ing, after the company was accused of hiring “assassination 
squads” in Colombia (MSNBC, 7/24/09). (Chiquita lost the 
case and paid a $25 million fine.) 

The leader of the Honduran coup was General Romeo 
Vasquez, “an alumnus of the United States’ School of the 
Americas … best known for producing Latin American of-
ficers who have committed major human rights abuses, 
including military coups” (Los Angeles Times, 7/23/09). 
According to the Guardian, one of the top advisors to the 

continued on page 3

Poster reads, “Workers of the world fight for profound change.”



imperialism and expressed her solidarity with PLP 
and immigrant workers everywhere. 

Convention delegates passed a special resolution 
by teachers from Austin, Texas, in favor of granting 
refugee status to women and unaccompanied children 
crossing the border. Teachers and students across the 
United States have another rallying point to bring to 
their neighborhoods.

Summer Project members held follow-up study 
groups to analyze the recent history of anti-immigrant 
racism under the Obama administration, and made 
concrete proposals to return to our cities to organize 
more fightback. PLP has a fifty-year history of militant 
battles against racists, from the KKK to the Minutemen. 
Our action in Murrieta is a small glimpse of the power 
of multiracial unity in the fight against fascism. But it is 
also one more battle in a larger class war as the Party 
advances the fight for communist revolution.   

Every PL’er and reader of CHALLENGE should dis-
cuss how to sharpen the struggle against racism and 
growing fascism. The solution to end imperialism once 

and for all is to join PLP, smash anti-immigrant racism, 
and build for revolution.J

30 July 2014 • CHALLENGE • page 3

Honduran coup government is Lanny 
Davis, “an influential lobbyist who was a 
personal lawyer for President Bill Clinton 
and also campaigned for Hillary [Clin-
ton]” (7/23/09). 

Murder Capital 
of the World

After the coup, the old guard elimi-
nated any remaining threats to the 
capitalist status quo. Palm oil king and 
known drug trafficker Miguel Facusse 
used the Honduran military and police, 
“which receive generous funding from 
the United States to fight the war on 
drugs in the region,” to help his private 
army murder dozens of small farmer 
activists (The Nation, 10/21/11). As the 
bulk of the U.S.-bound cocaine trade 
shifted from Mexico and Colombia into 
Honduras, the drug cartels and gang 
leaders effectively took over the country. 

Honduran workers paid the price, 
and children most of all. Since January 
2013, more than 400 children have been 
murdered in a nation of fewer than eight 
million people (New York Times, 7/9/14). 
San Pedro Sula, the country’s second 
largest city, had a 2011 murder rate of 
169 per 100,000 people—the highest in 
the world (Business Insider, 12/6/13). As 
Obama scolded Central American par-
ents “not to put their children in harm’s 
way” by sending them to the U.S., the 
New York Times reporter painted a hor-
rific picture:

During a recent late-night visit 
to the San Pedro Sula morgue, 
more than 60 bodies, all victims 
of violence, were piled in a heap, 
each wrapped in a brown plastic 
bag. While picking bullets out of 
a 15-year-old boy shot 15 times, 
technicians discussed how they 
regularly received corpses of chil-
dren under 10, and sometimes as 
young as 2. Last week, in nearby 
Santa Barbara, an 11-year-old 
had his throat slit by other chil-
dren, because he did not pay a 
50-cent extortion fee.

Between January and May 2014, 
more than 2,200 children from San Pe-
dro Sula arrived in the U.S. — far more 
than from any other Central American 
city. As Manuel Orozco, a senior fellow 
at the Washington-based Inter-Ameri-
can Dialogue, noted: “The parents see 
gang membership around the corner. 
Once your child is forced to join, the 
chances of being killed or going to 
prison is pretty high. Why wait until that 
happens?” (NYT, 7/9/14).

The situation is not much better in 
El Savador, where murders of children 
17 and under are up 77 percent from a 
year ago (NYT, 7/12/14). After interview-
ing 322 children there, a Fulbright fellow 
named Elizabeth Kennedy explained 
why so many were fleeing: “[O]ver and 
over again, I have heard that ‘there is no 
childhood here’ and that ‘it is a crime to 
be young in El Salvador today.’” Nearly 
half the children had at least one gang 
in their neighborhood, “and about half 
of these live in a contested gang territo-
ry. They report hearing gunshots night-
ly and are often afraid to walk even two 
or three blocks from their home” (NYT, 
7/11/14).

Obama’s Response: Death 
Sentence for Kids

A United Nations spokesperson de-
clared that the Central American child 
migrants should be treated as refugees 
and not forced to return home: “They 
are fleeing an environment of trans-
national organized crime” (npr.com, 
7/8/14). Even the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, according to a doc-
ument obtained by the Pew Research 
Center, acknowledged that “Salvadoran 
and Honduran children … come from 
extremely violent regions where they 
probably perceive the risk of traveling 
alone to the U.S. preferable to remaining 
at home” (NYT, 7/9/14).

In the face of all this evidence, Oba-
ma is seeking more “flexibility” to get 
around a 2008 law against human traf-
ficking passed under George W. Bush. His 
goal is to deport the children within ten 
days of their initial screening, rather than 
waiting months for a full-fledged asylum 

hearing by a backed-up immigration 
court system. Obama, the ACLU protest-
ed, “is mishandling a humanitarian crisis 
by proposing an inadequate speedy re-
moval process that only further jeopard-
izes vulnerable children fleeing violence 
and persecution in Central America.” In 
many cases, the children’s expulsion will 
mean a death sentence.

On Sunday, July 13, more than fifty 

members of Progressive Labor Party held 
a rally in Murrieta, where a local anti-rac-
ist supported us in standing up against 
the recent racist attack there (see front 
page). Our main point: The international 
working class needs to fight for a world 
with no borders or fences. Workers have 
no nation. We have something much 
better, a communist world to win.J

continued from page 2

The U.S. capitalist ruling class has 
a long history of super-exploiting im-
migrants for cheap labor and then ex-
pelling them when it served the bosses’ 
racist political purposes. For example:

Passed in 1882, the Chinese Exclu-
sion Act prohibited all immigration of 
Chinese workers. U.S. capitalists origi-
nally recruited Chinese immigrants to 
build the Transcontinental Railroad, 
where many perished in the harsh 
conditions and all were exploited to 
the fullest extent. Upon the railroad’s 
completion, when the bosses no long-
er needed Chinese laborers, they used 
anti-Asian racism to abruptly halt im-
migration. Coupled with many racist 
state laws, this legislation led many 
Chinese workers to return to China be-
cause they feared they would be per-
manently separated from their families, 
who could not follow them to the U.S.

While not a law, the informal Gen-
tleman’s Agreement of 1907 banned 
Japanese immigrants after Japan won 
the Russo-Japanese War, a conflict be-
tween two aspiring imperialist coun-
tries. At the same time, many states 
passed segregation laws against the 
Japanese, promoting racism and fur-
ther dividing workers.  All of this served 
to create anti-Japanese sentiment, a 
reflection of the growing competition 
between two rising imperialist powers, 
the United States and Japan.

The Immigration Act of 1924 lim-
ited the annual number of immigrants 
who could be admitted from any coun-
try to 2 percent of the number of peo-
ple from the country who were in the 
U.S. in 1890. This law discriminated 
against southern and eastern Europe-
ans, Jews, Arabs, East Asians, and Indi-

ans, since none of these groups were 
in the U.S. in large numbers prior to 
the cutoff date. It was no coincidence 
that the great waves of southern and 
eastern European immigrants, typically 
poorer and less educated than north-
ern and western Europeans, began ar-
riving immediately after 1890. 

At the advent of the Great Depres-
sion in 1929, U.S. bosses were des-
perate to find scapegoats to divert 
workers’ anger toward the collapsing 
capitalist system. In an event known 
as the Mexican Repatriation, they 
rounded up and forcibly deported as 
many as two million workers of Mexi-
can descent without the “right” of due 
process. Though “repatriation” implies 
Mexican citizenship, 60 percent of the 
expelled workers were U.S. citizens. 
Most of the rest were legal residents. 
The Immigration and Naturalization 
Service found it easy to target them be-
cause of “the proximity of the Mexican 
border, the physical distinctiveness of 
mestizos, and easily identifiable barrios 
[neighborhoods].”

In the Immigration Act of 1965, a 
slight modification of the 1924 Act, a 
Senate report concluded that the na-
tional origins quota system “preserve[d] 
the sociological and cultural balance 
in the United States.” This was justifi-
able, according to the report, because 
northern and western Europeans “had 
made the greatest contribution to the 
development of [the] country” and the 
nation should “admit immigrants con-
sidered to be more readily assimilable 
because of the similarity of their cultur-
al background to those of the principal 
components of our population.”

An Anti-Immigrant 
History

Death Sentence 
for Kids 

Smash All Borders
Continued from front page
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Los AngELEs, July 14 — Hundreds of teachers 
and other education workers took thousands of leaflets 
and hundreds of CHALLENGEs at the biannual Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers (AFT) convention here. Op-
posing the leadership’s racist slogan, “Reclaiming the 
Promise,” members and friends of the Progressive Labor 
Party called on delegates to fight racist deportations 
and racism in education, and to turn the coming im-
perialist war into a war against the bosses. We helped 
organize two forums on these issues with the AFT 
Peace and Justice Caucus. We organized a rally inside 
the convention center for an end to racist deportations, 
with a call for education workers to join us in Murrieta, 
California, for a rally against the attacks on young un-
documented immigrants from Central America. 

From Los Angeles to Philadelphia, from Detroit to 
Newark, teachers report they are under attack. Thou-
sands have been laid off. Teacher tenure is threatened. 

Schools are being closed. Teachers who have organized 
new caucuses, and in some cases won local leadership, 
are getting no AFT support in these struggles. Yet the 
AFT leaders and old-line local heads stand up one after 
the other and claim they are winning!

AFT Leadership Serves the Bosses
The AFT leadership has historically been part of 

the ruling class’s organizations, from the Council on 
Foreign Relations to the leadership of the Democratic 
Party. It has worked overtime to win education work-
ers to vote for Democrats and support imperialist U.S. 
foreign policy. 

But the leadership’s job is growing more difficult. 
Much of the rank-and-file knows that “Reclaiming the 
Promise,” with its implied reference to “the good old 
days,” is another lie. The old days featured 400 years 
of slavery, strike-breaking, war-making, sexism, anti-

immigrant hatred and persecution, and the oppres-
sion of all workers. And what is the bosses’ promise to 
workers today? Words instead of jobs, wars instead of 
education and healthcare, poverty instead of housing 
— all in the name of patriotism for a ruling class that 
has never cared about anything but profits. That’s their 
only promise to the working class: to defend their sys-
tem to the last drop of workers’ blood.

The response to PLP from many education work-
ers at the conference was strongly positive. We were 
thanked for going to Murrieta. We were thanked for our 
demonstration. We were thanked when we brought a 
leaflet reporting on the rally in Murrieta to the con-
vention the next day. We met militant educators from 
caucuses around the country, and several of them were 
involved in the Peace and Justice forums — the first on 
fighting back against attacks, the second on the need 
for school integration. Delegates responded warmly to 
the forums, and we’ll follow up on these new friends.

AFT “Democracy” = Extortion
While the AFT leaders talk about democracy, they 

enforce a rule on caucus members to refrain from criti-
cizing or voting against the leadership. Anyone break-
ing the rule risks losing such perks as union jobs or free 
trips to the convention. New York’s United Federation 
of Teachers, which operates under the same rule, pro-
vides the “muscle” for the AFT leadership. These goons 
make it difficult to pass anything at the convention if 
it’s opposed by the leadership. More and more, how-
ever, this rule is being challenged by the new caucuses 
and local leaders. 

But merely changing the AFT’s leadership will not 
change the nature of capitalist education. The bosses 
design schools to serve the needs of the ruling class 
— to create docile workers, willing soldiers, and unflag-
ging allegiance to U.S. imperialism. As communists, our 
goal is to make a bigger, deeper change. We aim to put 
education in the hands of the students, parents, and 
teachers through communist revolution.J

Los AngELEs, July 14 —  At the just-concluded 
convention of the American Federation of Teachers 
(AFT), the Progressive Labor Party intensified its strug-
gle to win masses of education workers to communist 
ideas. 

The AFT has about 1.5 million members through-
out the country. Its leadership, led by President Randi 
Weingarten, represents the interests of the liberal wing 
of the capitalist ruling class. This is apparent in the 
leadership’s consistent support of the Barack Obama 
administration. Union leaders invited charter school 
champion Bill Gates as a keynote speaker at the con-
vention, and continue to pitch ruling-class initiatives 
like the Common Core standards to its membership. 
After a series of recent ruling-class attacks, however, 
the union’s rank-and-file has grown more open to left 
ideas and is starting to challenge the leadership. We 
in PLP hope to win many to the Party in this struggle 
by exposing the true nature of the AFT leadership and 
linking our school fights to the larger struggle against 
capitalism. 

A Battle Over Ideas
The AFT’s loyalty to the ruling class came out most 

sharply after the Chicago Teachers Union proposed a 
resolution attacking the Common Core. Both its im-
plementation and purpose. The resolution fell short 
of connecting the Common Core to the rulers’ need 
to discipline ruling-class forces at odds with the domi-
nant finance capital wing, like the religious right — or 
to ideologically control working-class youth as the 
bosses drive toward a broader global war. Nonetheless, 
it represented an advance in the membership’s willing-
ness to fight back against the bosses’ plans. 

The AFT executive council countered with its own 
resolution to keep the workers in line. While critiquing 
implementation of Common Core, the resolution called 
for all teachers to work within it and “make it better.”  To 
that end, the AFT is issuing “innovation” grants to teach-
ers out of money originally given to the AFT by Bill and 
Melinda Gates. 

Another battle came over the AFT’s executive coun-
cil resolution to attack Russia and call for U.S. economic 
and political support for Ukraine — a prime example 
of the leadership’s continued push for the bosses’ war 
plans. The Professional Staff Congress, which repre-
sents professors and adjuncts in the City University of 
New York system, countered a resolution that outlined 
the Ukraine government’s ties to right-wing oligarchs 

and neo-Nazis — forces that are racist and anti-union. 
While Weingarten kept trying from the podium to whip 
up imperialist, anti-Russian sentiments, it was clear 
that the membership stood against U.S. involvement 
in Ukraine. While the PSC resolution was watered down 
due to backroom politics, the AFT leadership had to 
compromise and agree to oppose intervention from all 
outside parties, including the U.S.

Fight-Back Forums
The AFT’s Peace and Justice Caucus, where PLP 

helps give political leadership, organized two well-
attended forums around the fight back against educa-
tion budget cuts and the increasing segregation of U.S. 
public schools. 

The first forum included teachers and parents from 
New York, Los Angeles, Newark, and Chicago. One 

speaker addressed the international situation and in 
particular how workers in Mexico were resisting at-
tacks against their schools. A teacher explained that 
school closings and mass layoffs were fascist because 
they aimed to discipline the working class for a future 
of low wages and wider war. Another teacher discussed 
the racist nature of attacks on her students and how the 
union is organizing students, parents, and teachers to 
fight back. 

PL members in the audience connected the school 
struggle to the larger struggle against capitalism. They 
called on all those in the room to join them in Murrieta, 
California, where undocumented immigrant children 
were attacked by local racists (see page 1). They argued 
that these children in detention prisons are “our stu-

While AFT Backs U.S. Imperialism

Teachers Must Fight for All Children

Continued on page 7

Students and teachers protest the halls of the AFT convention



PRovIdEnCE, RI, July 1 — Over 30 people par-
ticipated in Progressive Labor Party’s forums at the 
Unitarian Universalists (UU) convention. For most, 
it was their first PL event. A few rejoined us from last 
year’s convention. Most were high-school students or 
young adults. The positive response to the forums and 
to CHALLENGE demonstrates the potential for building 
PLP among UUs. 

Four thousand UUs from congregations all over the 
United States, Canada, and several other countries at-
tended the denomination’s annual General Assembly 
(GA) June 25-29. Progressive Labor Party (PLP) invited 
participants to Party forums at lunchtime on the Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday of the GA. 

We gave out 2,000 copies of a four-page mini-
CHALLENGE at the GA. It called on people to come to 
the forums and analyzed the seven UU principles from 
a communist perspective, described the anti-fascist ori-
gins of the UU symbol, the flaming chalice, and includ-
ed the “Our Fight” column that appears on page 2 of 
every issue of this newspaper. We also distributed 400 
copies of CHALLENGE. Most people contributed $1 for 
it; some gave $5 or $10. 

The topics of the forums were “Overview of PLP’s 
goal of worldwide communist revolution,” “Smash rac-
ism and nationalism with multiracial unity,” and “Revo-
lution not reform: Building the Party in the ‘dark night’ 
of capitalist terror.” At each forum, participants vigor-
ously asked questions and contributed to the discus-
sion.

UUs Debate Violent Revolution
Perhaps the best discussion was on the third day, 

around the question of violent revolution. The Unitar-
ian Universalist Association pushes non-violence, so it 

was not surprising that many people initially opposed 
using violence. Yet later in the discussion, one said, 
“I agree with you that capitalists would never give up 
power peacefully and that violence is the only way to 
get rid of capitalism.”  A number of others voiced similar 
sentiments, including one who said that violently op-
posing capitalist exploitation and oppression was “es-
sentially self defense.” Even if protests are non-violent 
the capitalist state will always impose violence to con-
trol and intimidate the working class.

Other discussions centered on questions such as 
whether society is best understood as a collection of 
individuals or as classes (workers and capitalists) locked 
in struggle. Additional questions included whether 
poverty, racism, and war are inherent to capitalism, and 
whether national liberation struggles are compatible 
with proletarian internationalism. We also touched on 
how to carry out communist work in UU congregations. 
One individual was struggling about the contradiction 
between reform and revolution while still being in-
volved in reformist movements.

Now that the GA is over, our job is to follow up with 
the new people we met at the PLP forums and — even 
more critical — expand and intensify the day-to-day 
communist organizing we do in our local congrega-
tions. 

PLP works to transform the reform movement into 
a “school for communism.” The GA selected “Escalating 
Inequality” as the congregational study/action issue for 
the next four years. The issue was described as follows:

Upward mobility — the American Dream — has 
become a myth. Concentration of wealth and 
power has skyrocketed. King’s dream of justice 
and equality has fractured. Half of all Americans 
are impoverished or struggling, as the middle 

class shrinks and billionaires take the profits. 
Where’s our commitment to the Common Good?

Study and class struggle around this issue will give 
us the opportunity to learn and teach many lessons in 
the school for communism.J
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Israeli bosses, with U.S. money 
and guns, are once again murdering 
children and workers in Palestine. 
Thousands of working-class Palestin-
ian youth, on both sides of the apart-
heid wall, have taken to the streets, 
spontaneously rising against the Is-
raeli regime’s racist repression. 

The events started with the kid-
napping and murder of three young 
Israeli settlers three weeks ago, as well 
as the murder of a Palestinian teenag-
er by Israeli fascists a week ago, events 
which triggered the current round in 
this conflict. All of those teens killed, 
and those being killed now in Gaza 
by Israeli airstrikes are all victims of 
capitalist apartheid and occupation. 
According to the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), 77 percent of the over 200 
deaths since July 7 have been civil-
ians, predominantly women and chil-
dren. The airstrikes damaged water 
and sewage systems, leaving six hun-
dred thousand people without water.   

Israel’s prime minister Netanyahu, 
and his fascist friends, are threaten-
ing more and more violence after 
the death of the three young settlers 
and the rocket attacks on Israel. Israel 
responded to the murder with mass 
collective punishment against Pales-
tinian workers in the West Bank. The 
politicians’ and their bosses’ desire is 
the continuation and deepening of 
the war and conflict on the backs of 
workers. 

The background for the kidnap-
ping is the mass incarceration of hun-
dreds of Palestinians in Israeli jails, 

under “administrative detention”. Ac-
cording to B’Tselem (the Israeli non-
governmental organization whose 
stated goal is to document human 
rights violations), over the years, 
thousands of Palestinian workers 
have been imprisoned under admin-
istrative detention. These workers are 
held for months without evidence or 
trial. Legally it is for six months, but, 
in practice, it is far longer. They can be 
arrested at will by any military com-
mander.

Israeli Apartheid, 
Palestinian Nationalism = 

Dead End for Workers
This echoes the policies of South 

Africa during the Apartheid, or the 
fascist Patriot Act in the U.S., which 
allows for the indefinite arrest of “sus-
pected terrorists” following the 9/11 
attacks. All of these are signs of in-
creasing global fascism. 

The death of Jews and Palestin-
ians in the last few weeks is the result 
of the capitalist tragedy from which 
both groups of workers suffer — the 
tragedy of continued imperialism, 
and racism from the dawn of Zionism 
in 1882.

The Islamist nationalism promot-
ed by Hamas is equally venomous 
in dividing the working class. Smash  
the racist border between Palestine 
and Israel. Smash all borders. The 
most dangerous threat to the bosses 
is multiracial unity. As communists, 
PLP organizes workers on both sides 
of the border to smash capitalist 
oppression.J

Unitarian Youth Tackle the  
Need for Violent Revolution

In the world’s most economically 
unequal country, 220,000 South African 
metal workers of the National Union of 
Metalworkers of South Africa (NUMSA) 
have taken a swing at one of the most 
powerful auto companies on Earth — 
GM. 

The sheet metal workers’ strike that 
started over two weeks ago has shut 
down and seriously curtailed production 
for GM, Ford, BMW and many other cor-
porations throughout South Africa. This 
strike comes on the heels of last year’s 
four-week NUMSA strike of 30,000 and a 
recent five-month long strike in the plati-
num mining sector. 

These mainly black and African NUM-
SA workers have been on strike since July 
1 demanding an end to wage exploita-
tion and to labor brokering. Labor bro-
kering is a practice that attacks the power 
of organized labor by contracting with 
workers individually rather than through 
the union. In the face of an inflation rate 
of 6.6 percent (only 2.1 percent in the 
U.S.), these workers have demanded a 12-
15 percent wage increase and a one-year 
contract. The company has countered 
with a 10 percent increase and a less than 
desirable three-year contract. 

The workers rejected the company’s 
most recent offer because it does not 
meet their demands. NUMSA is now 
working to broaden and intensify the 
strike by bringing in several of the public 
sector unions in solidarity.

Twenty years after the official ending 
of apartheid and the election of South 
Africa’s first black president Nelson Man-
dela, the socioeconomic status of black 
workers in South Africa has changed very 
little. According to the Times Colonist, 
only 27 percent of black South African 

children have access to piped water, a 
problem that is non-existent in white 
areas. And the unemployment of South 
Africa’s black youth is the third highest in 
the world. Many of the current conditions 
in South Africa are worse today than un-
der apartheid. 

President Jacob Zuma, who despite 
his fight against apartheid in the past, 
was booed at Nelson Mandela’s Decem-
ber memorial service. Due to multiple 
charges of corruption and various scan-
dals, he has taken much of the blame for 
the recent waves of labor strikes. Howev-
er, the misery faced by the working class 
of South Africa is not caused by corrupt 
individuals, but by the corrupt system of 
capitalism. 

Once a site of significant U.S. and 
British investment, now, as competition 
over Africa has heated up in recent years, 
South Africa is beginning to cozy up to 
imperialist China. China is making invest-
ments in South Africa’s energy and infra-
structure and has already started training 
South Africans in the renewable energy 
sector (out-law.com). Zuma has assured 
Chinese investors that the recent strike is 
not a cause for alarm.

With the death of Nelson Mandela still 
fresh in the minds of most South Africans 
and the world, let us not forget that “great 
men” do not make revolutions. Mandela’s 
collaboration with U.S. and British capital-
ists and appeals to nationalism disarmed 
workers in the fight for a truly equal 
world. The recent strikes in South Africa, 
however, show that the most oppressed 
people are the natural leaders in the fight 
against capitalist exploitation. These 
black and African workers also hold the 
key as the potential leaders of a commu-
nist revolution.J

Israel Mimics 
U.S., Kills Kids 

South Africa: 
Workers Strike Blow 

Against Big Auto



Powerful. This is the word that most describes my 
experience of today’s march. Seeing our whole group, 
all different ages and races together, was beautiful. But 
when we started waving our red communist flags and 
chanting was when I felt like we could really make a 
change in the world. I loved talking to people and giv-
ing them hope for the kind of world that is possible. A 
lot of people thanked us for standing up against the 
racist deportations happening in Murrieta. I was also 
inspired by how quickly people got right into read-
ing CHALLENGE. They really wanted to know what our 
group had to say.

H H H H  

It was my first rally.  At times, it is discouraging to 
think of all the close-minded racists. I ask myself, “how 
on earth are we going to get them to think differently 
and join us?” However, by participating in this rally, it 
was encouraging to see the other working-class peo-
ple come out of the shadows, mouthing the chants by 
our sides. The rally has inspired me. I am going to go 
back home to reach out to those still oppressed by the 
bosses. 

H H H H  

Being a part of the protest definitely exposed me 
to an entirely new perspective. I’ve always been that 
person who would peek from the window in a car and 
wonder why people would act so crazy. It was today 
where I answered my own question. Being that per-
son people look at wondering “why?” made me feel 
so powerful — weird at first, but by the end of the 
protest, I knew my voice was heard. Literally, because 
I lost my voice. 

H H H H  

Today we marched against the fascists terrorizing 
the immigrant community in Murrieta. Unlike many 
other marches I’ve been to, this march was well or-
ganized and militant. Seeing all my comrades fight-
ing for the working class taught me not to be timid 
when others are suffering. Although the march was 
relatively small in quantity, the quality of the people 
was like no other organization. I am proud to be a part 
of such a great communist movement. I will definitely 
do more in the future to organize the working class 
and have a communist movement.

H H H H  

This summer project is teaching me why it’s im-
portant to build relationships with my comrades. We 
want communism for a lot of reasons, one of them be-
ing that communism enables people to have the best 
relationships possible. Capitalist culture breeds the 
“me first” mentality in every aspect of our lives. Com-
munists, not being immune, must combat these ideas 
daily.

 In our Party, we strive to build communist rela-
tionships and lasting struggle. One way to build unity 
among our comrades is to fight these racists. There is 
no greater feeling knowing your comrade has your 
back when you are entering a possibly hostile situa-
tion.

The racists who terrorize buses of child and wom-
en migrants make me angry. But these border cops 
and Obama who are deporting these kids back to 
their deaths make my blood boil!

I want a world where kids don’t live in conditions 
that force them to risk their lives fleeing from one in-
humane place to another. I want a world where kids, 
no matter where they were born, are treated like the 
precious potential they are, not as commodities or 
useless labor. Maybe I am getting too romantic be-
cause I enjoyed all the red diaper kids running around, 
but the youth really are our future.

Let’s continue to strengthen our organization with 
these fightbacks. Murrieta reminded me that PLP is a 
party that fights racism and sexism — not just with 
words, but with flags, signs, a bullhorn, and the disci-
plined determination to win. I can’t wait to brainstorm 
with my friends when I get back home about what we 
can do locally to fight mass deportations and link it 
with mass incarceration. 

H H H H  

This is my second summer project since joining 
the Party. Being around different people, old and 
young and from many different ethnic groups, was 

nothing new to me as a communist. But this was defi-
nitely new to the community of Murrieta, as we rallied 
in the town where the fascists turned around the bus 
with immigrant children from Central America. Too 
often, the media only shows racists and fascists that 
give the false impression of Murrieta as a racist place. 
However, we saw otherwise. Seeing the response gave 
me so much more confidence. There was a real sense of 
local black and Latin, and white working class people 
who were happy we were there! PLP gave me tools and 
I won’t hold back. I will use them!

H H H H  

Another summer project, another great experi-
ence! And it was made all the better as this is my first 
one in LA. In previous years, the summer projects I par-
ticipated in did not make immigration the main focal 
point. Good thing this one did.

I got to learn more about how the racist ICE is creat-
ing a hate culture around working class immigrants. We 
marched in Murrieta, a center of this obscenely shame-
ful, xenophobic ideology. It felt great giving scared 
residents a reminder they have friends in the antiracist 
fight!

In addition, I spent much time combating my own 
sexism. We held a study group where  we all discussed 

sexism both in society and in ourselves. Though, I still 
have a ways to go, I’m glad I’ve come this far in that area.

I also became more involved in assisting comrades’ 
babies. Capitalism teaches us that women are sup-
posed to bear the brunt of child work. It isn’t “natural” to 
men. I say, to hell with that! We helped make them. We 
need to start sharing the burden more. I will admit I had 
a sexist paranoia that the women comrades wouldn’t 
want the male comrades caring for the kids. I am happy 
to be have been proven wrong. I am happy that I came 
out to beautiful LA! Here’s to future summer projects!

H H H H  

Today I was proud to be a member of PLP and glad 
to see a new generation of anti-racist fighters joining 
the struggle. A friend of mine who came to the rally 
was very inspired! This summer project will help us to 
organize the struggle in our area.

H H H H  

Stop racism and join the fight,

Stop being silent and speak out on what is right. 

Being racist is not right

Regardless what nationality you may be. 

page 6 • CHALLENGE • 30 July 2014

LETTERS We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send 
in letters and articles about their experiences 

fighting the bosses worldwide.

PLP Summer Project 2014

It’s out! Read the the Summer 2014 issue of The Communist, 
Progressive Labor Party’s magazine. Get a copy online at plp.org, 

contact your local PL’er, or request a print copy at   
CHALLENGE Periodicals, GPO Box 808 Brooklyn, NY 11202



Koncentration Kamp for Migrants’ 
Kids

NYT, 6/12 — Children detained after crossing the 
[U.S.] southwest border…are held in cold, overcrowded, 
filthy cells and face mistreatment by border officers, in-
cluding physical abuse and food deprivation.

[A] complaint to the Department of Homeland 
Security details the experiences of 116 youths….

One in four of the migrants, ages 5 to 17, reported 
physical abuse, including being struck by officers or 
being forced to remain in a stressful position as a form 
of punishment. Four out of five said they had not been 
given adequate food or water.

Four out of five said they had been shackled, some-
times painfully, when they were moved between hold-
ing cells….

The complaint says it is based on interviews with 
more than 1,000 children from March to May….

Many children….said they had suffered in the chill 
of the holding cells, which are often called hieleras, 
Spanish for freezers. They said they were rarely given 
blankets and slept on cement floors, with lights on 24 
hours a day. Often there was one unsanitary toilet in the 
open at the back of a packed cell. ….

A 14-year-old girl reported having had several asth-
ma attacks after border agents confiscated her medi-
cation and placed her in a cramped cell with about 80 
other migrants….

A Guatemalan boy, 13,…detained near Hidalgo, 
Tex., said he had been sexually molested by two offic-
ers.

World Cup Sabotages Workers’ 
Needs

NYT, 6/4 — At the start of this year’s World Cup…
a survey released…by the Pew Research Center found 
that 72 percent of respondents were dissatisfied with 
the way things were going in Brazil, up from 55 percent 
just weeks before huge street protests in June 2013 
shook Brazilian cities.

The survey…also found that two-thirds said Brazil’s 
economy was in bad shape, and that 61 percent thought 
hosting the World Cup was a bad idea because it took 
resources away from public services, including health 
care and education.

Shoddy construction kills workers 
in ‘world’s biggest democracy’

NYT, 6/29 — Two buildings more than 1,000 miles 
apart in India collapsed within hours of each other…
killing 11 people and trapping dozens of others in the 
rubble.

In New Delhi, a decrepit four-story building that was 
illegally constructed decades ago…collapsed….At least 
ten people were killed, and 40 survivors were pulled out 
of the rubble….

Hours later, a 12-story building under construction 
in the outskirts of the southern city of Chennai crum-
pled, trapping dozens of construction workers who re-
mained missing….One person was killed….

Construction work on a building adjoining the one 
in New Delhi helped spur the collapse there. The build-
ing was one of at least 140 in the area that officials have 

determined are teetering….

Building collapses are common in India, where con-
struction standards are poor, and municipal authorities 
rarely condemn buildings even when they are lean-
ing…. With millions of people living in urban shanty-
towns, even unsafe buildings attract residents.

GIs ‘expendable,’ in war and forever
NYT, 5/26 — Before, I thought it was a miracle that I 

survived the Iraq war. Now I’m thinking it’s a miracle I’m 
still alive after dealing with the V.A. for so long….

…A Vietnam veteran…told me the message he’d 
gotten from his treatment at the V.A. …was not “Thank 
you for serving,” but “Thank you for being expendable.”

I agreed with him. Soldiers are expendable in war, 
and veterans are expendable…when they return….

…It’d be nice for veterans to just call or walk into 
a V.A. hospital and…be taken care of the same day….
There might be a lot more of us alive today if that was 
the case.

Dreaming of communism?
NYT, 6/12 — To the Editor: ‘A Cap and Gown, but 

Where Is the Job?....

When graduation from a four-year college does not 
guarantee a job, what does? When young people who 
successfully play by our society’s rules join the degreed 
unemployed, what do they do?

One can dream and hope that if we had a govern-
ment with vision and courage, good jobs could be cre-
ated, like those for teachers and public servants, to deal 
with our crumbling schools and infrastructure. One can 
dream that one day we might move from an economy 
ruled by dollar signs to one ruled by the needs of the 
people….
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Below are excerpts from mainstream newspapers 
that may be of use for our readers. Abbreviations: 
NYT=New York Times, GW=Guardian Weekly,  
LAT=Los Angeles Times

N RED EYE ON THE NEWS . . . 

provided medical care in a large hos-
pital. Even so, he preferred to see our 
barefoot doctors.

Chinese Communists Made 
Historic Advances for 

Workers
At the time, many uprooted farmers 

in India, Brazil and Mexico ended up in 
the slums, where living conditions were 
horrible and crime rampant. But under 
socialism, collective farms provided 
free medical care and free education to 
farmers. China was the only major coun-
try to avoid large-scale urban migration 
in the 1950’s and 1960’s — and the high 

environmental costs that come with it. 
With urbanization, supplies must be 
shipped and heavily packaged, creat-
ing lots of waste. Chinese farmers who 
grew their own food generated very lit-
tle waste, and what there was could be 
disposed of locally with minimal envi-
ronmental impact. 

Different people can make different 
judgments about China under social-
ism.   But it is undeniable that the Chi-
nese made huge progress during the 
socialist experiments. Chinese life ex-
pectancy soared from 35 years in 1952 
to 69 years in 1976, an advance un-
matched in human history. By contrast, 
India had the same life expectancy, 35 
years, in 1952. By 1976, it had increased 

only to 50 years. 

Though a very poor 
country, China was 
able to provide all its 
people — rich or poor, 
urban or rural, mental 
or manual laborers — 
with free education 
and medical care. In 
terms of living stand-
ards, the gaps between 
these groups were 
small. 

In light of the envi-
ronmental degradation 
in capitalist countries 
in the West, develop-
ment experts at the 
UN had good reason 
to call China the hope 
of the human race. We 
must remember that 
recent history contains 
a model of sustainable 
development — under 
socialism.J

Chinese Cultural 
Revolution

continued from back page dents,” and that teachers had a responsi-
bility to confront the racists. Many in the 
crowd applauded. Some teachers were 
won to leave the convention and go to 
Murrieta with the Party.

The second forum addressed the 
fight against school segregation. Teach-
ers from Minneapolis and Chicago ex-
plained how their schools were never 
truly integrated. A third teacher, a PL 
member from New York, told an inspiring 
story of how teachers, students, and par-
ents had united to integrate the schools. 
She noted that integration was essential 
to the fight against racism and to unite 
the working class for the broader strug-
gle to defeat the capitalist bosses. 

Another forum, organized by the 
Chicago Teachers Union and the United 
Teachers of Los Angeles, dealt with social 
justice unionism. Local leaders from Chi-
cago, Houston, Los Angeles, New York, 
St. Paul, and Philadelphia, many of them 
members of dissident AFT caucuses, dis-
cussed how they fought back. They rec-
ommended working with the commu-
nity, fighting for parents’ and students’ 
interests alongside teachers’ interests, 
and struggling around issues outside 
education, like the attacks on undocu-
mented youth. With over 200 partici-
pants, the forum revealed a wave of new 
members who are ready for more militant 
fight back. Weingarten was forced to ad-
dress them in another effort to control 
her membership.

Limits of Social Justice 
Unionism

Locals across the country are seeing 
the rise of “social justice” caucuses. The 
new movement has won many teachers, 
young and old, to fight back against the 
bosses. It often focuses on student–par-
ent–teacher unity. It also addresses top-
ics outside of education and attempts 
to raise class-consciousness. It has con-

strained Weingarten and company, forc-
ing them to criticize Common Core (if in 
a limited way) and the Obama Adminis-
tration. 

But despite the positive aspects to 
this movement, we must also understand 
its limits and the need to maintain and 
spread our communist analysis even as 
we participate in the union. At the forum 
on social justice unionism, there was no 
criticism or even a mention of the capi-
talist system. The speakers all focused on 
various reforms, many of them related 
to their contract. Without a communist 
analysis and communist leadership to 
guide workers through these struggles, 
they are being set up for disappointment 
and cynicism. Reform victories are always 
temporary, and reform movements are 
inevitably taken over by the bosses. 

Weingarten and her fellow liberals 
plan on doing just that. Yes, she’s been 
forced to make some concessions, but the 
AFT remains firmly in the bosses’ hands. 
We see city after city under attack. Even 
in Chicago, where social justice unionism 
has been reborn, teachers and students 
still face school closures and cutbacks. 
The AFT leadership will hold up liberals 
like New York Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
Newark Mayor Ras Baraka as examples 
of how the working class can “win” within 
the capitalist electoral system. They will 
pay lip service to members’ needs by cri-
tiquing the implementation of standard-
ized testing while ignoring how it relates 
to imperialism and war.

This is not an argument for commu-
nists to leave the unions — just the oppo-
site. We must with our brothers and sisters 
to fight back against the bosses’ attacks. 
There is growing resentment toward the 
AFT leadership. We can win many teach-
ers to see the connection between school 
closures and the bosses plans for fascism 
and war. If we stick with these education 
workers, we will win many to dedicate 
their lives to the working class and to 
fight for a communist world.J

Continued from page 4

AFT Convention: 
Limits of Reform



This article is the latest in a series written by a comrade 
who grew up in China during the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution (GPCR). The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
and the fledgling Progressive Labor Party were fraternal 
parties at the time. The GPCR marked a turning point in 
China, as more than 40 million workers, peasants, soldiers 
and youth fought to defeat the “capitalist roaders” and 
protect the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

The GPCR and socialism were ultimately defeated, in 
part out of a failure to break with the CCP, as PLP ultimately 
did, and form a new communist party. But mainly social-
ism was defeated because it maintained too many aspects 
of capitalism. In particular, the use of money and wages 
helped sow a division between workers and peasants on 
the one hand, and professionals and intellectuals on the 
other. After the defeat of the GPCR, China went full speed 
ahead down the capitalist road. Today it has emerged as 
the main imperialist challenger to U.S. imperialism.

This article reflects the tremendous gains made by the 
Chinese revolution, as well as a glimpse of the material in-
centives and wage differences that ultimately undid those 
historic advances.

 

In its quest for maximum profits, global capitalism 
has long been destroying the environment. This whole-
sale damage has sparked a movement for “sustainable 
development.” The term was coined by the United Na-
tions’ 1987 Brundtland Report, which defined it as de-
velopment that meets the needs of the current genera-
tion without undermining future generations’ ability to 
meet their needs. Five years later, the UN called on every 
nation to develop new plans for 21st-century develop-
ment. 

But since all capitalists must grow or die, the last two 
decades have proven that this system has no room for 
sustainable development. 

The rich and powerful are always after more wealth, 
while the poor often struggle to get three meals a day. If 
we are serious about sustainable development, the 
world must look for a solution outside the capitalist sys-
tem. 

I grew up on a collective farm in rural Shandong, 
China. The thousand people in my village were divided 
into eight production teams of about 30 households 
and 120 people. Each team collectively owned about 13 
acres of land, where we grew everything we needed to 
survive.  During idle times, the children went to school 
and adults tended the land. In busy times of harvesting 
and planting, school would close on Wednesday, Friday 
afternoon and Sunday, and children worked alongside 
adults. Like every other child in my village, I started in 
the fields when I was nine years old, getting paid in work 
points. My first year, I was paid 5.7 points, whereas adults 
made 10. Adults carried water on their shoulders from 
the river, and children would water the plants with la-
dles; adults dug field ditches, and we would plant and 
cover seeds inside them. In socialist China, everyone 
worked together to get things done — male and female, 
old and young.

Waste Not, Want Not
Most of what we grew, 70 percent of the grains and 

vegetables — were divided among the families in the 
production team — based on need. Bigger families re-
ceived more than smaller ones. Regardless of whether 

people worked in the fields, everybody received their 
share. The remaining 30 percent was distributed accord-
ing to work points or wages. People who worked more 
would earn more points and receive more foodstuffs. 
Families could earn additional points by collecting ash-
es and human and animal waste, and fermenting them 
into fertilizer. Nutrients were efficiently recycled to the 
soil. We wasted nothing.

The production team paid taxes to the state collec-
tively, about ten pounds of grain per mu [.16 acres], or 
about 800 pounds each year. If we had any surplus, we 
were encouraged to sell it to the state first.   When we 
had a poor harvest, we could buy grain in the spring 
from the state-run granary for one or two cents more 
than our selling price. The state also guaranteed farmers 
at least 16 square feet of cotton cloth at a few cents a 
square foot to ensure they could have new clothes each 
year. Well-off farmers could buy more cloth at a higher 
price.

We produced about forty varieties of grain and veg-
etables, mostly for our own consumption.  We bought 
cooking oils, farming tools, matches, liquor, vinegar, 
wine, soap, rope, clothes, and shoes from the state-
owned shops and free markets. Under socialism, state-
owned enterprises didn’t need lavish packaging to com-
pete. We bought vinegar, liquor and wine to go into our 
own bottles. We bought matches in bulk. Everything 
was recycled. People would pick up pieces of glass, 
metal, paper, rubber and plastic, and sell them to the 
recycling stations. Our village, like all of China, lived a 

waste-free lifestyle.

Socialist Health Care: Rx for Equality
The village built its own school and hired its own 

teachers. Tuition was free for all children, who learned a 
curriculum relevant to their lives. Teachers earned work 
points, much as farmers did.

 Farmers had free medical care, though we had no 
well-trained doctors in the rural areas and no sophisti-
cated pharmaceuticals. Each village sent a high-school 
graduate off for six months’ training in an army hospi-
tal. They came back to the villages as “barefoot” doctors, 
people who lived and worked like village farmers. After 
the first barefoot doctor returned, a second high school 
graduate was sent off. By the time I left my village for 
college, in 1978, we had four barefoot doctors serving 
about 1,500 people. They were on call 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. When barefoot doctors could not 
handle a medical problem, they referred patients to the 
commune or county people’s hospital, where the coop-
erative medical system paid their expenses.

 Many dismiss the barefoot doctors, but I disagree. 
Despite their minimal training, they constantly bettered 
themselves on and off duty. They knew their patients 
and families well and cared deeply for them, which 
made a big difference. For example: my father worked 
for the government at the time and enjoyed free, state-
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