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PERIODICO EN ESPA Ñ OL ADENTRO 

Fight Like Ferguson

smash racism!



U.S. imperialists have a big problem in the Middle East: 
too many enemies, too few reliable friends.

As the bosses struggle to contain the Islamic State (ISIS) 
in Syria and Iraq, they find their war plans disrupted by a 
deepening rift with Turkey, on paper a U.S. ally. Looming in 
the background is the escalating rivalry between the two 
major imperialist blocs: the U.S. and the European Union on 
one side, and China and Russia on the other. At stake is the 
grand prize of the murderous profit system, the vast oil and 
natural gas reserves of Iraq and Saudi Arabia.

Only Solution: Communist Revolution
The working class has no stake in any conflicts among 

these terrorist bosses. Today’s regional wars are financed by 
workers’ exploitation. The workers that the ruling class needs 
as cannon fodder are the same black and Latin unemployed 
youth being killed and imprisoned by the racist injustice sys-
tem. It’s the same impoverished workers in the Middle East. 
It’s the workers who stand to be brutalized and exploited in 
the future, no matter which bloc prevails.

The only side is the one led by the revolutionary com-
munist Progressive Labor Party, the one that fights to over-
throw this hellish capitalist system. We organize against all 
bosses. We stand for a society run by and for workers, who 
will share the value they produce. Communism is the one 
and only road to end mass unemployment, racism, sexism 
and imperialist war. 

Turkish Bosses’ Agenda
As a civil war rages in Syria and ISIS gobbles cities and 

refineries by the day, a growing split has emerged between 
the U.S. and Turkey, a linchpin for the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). The U.S. is fuming at Turkey’s refusal to 
drive ISIS forces from the Syrian town of Kobani, just over the 
Turkish border. The imperialists’ concern is not the massacre 
facing thousands of working-class Kurds. Rather, it’s the Is-
lamic State’s growing threat to U.S. control of super-profit-
able Iraqi oil, notably in the autonomous northern province 
of Kurdistan. 

Turkish bosses have refused to send ground troops to 
aid Kurdish forces in Kobani, where Obama’s airstrikes on ISIS 
have proven inadequate. As of October 14, Turkish rulers had 
yet to bow to U.S. pressure to use their air bases for joint op-
erations. Most ominously for U.S. war planners, Turkey’s cur-
rent inaction reveals its unreliability for the broader global 
conflict to come.

In May, Turkish exporters began shipping huge amounts 
of crude pumped by ExxonMobil and other oil companies 
in Kurdistan through the Mediterranean port of Ceyhan. At 
the time, Turkish President Recep Erdogan blessed this deal 
between his country’s state oil company and Iraq’s Kurdistan 
Regional Government (KRG). The arrangement dates to 2012 
and the formation of the United States-Kurdistan Business 
Council, backed by Exxon and headed by General James 

Jones, the former U.S. National 
Security Advisor and supreme 
commander of NATO. 

Jones urged “the U.S. gov-
ernment to get behind Exxon-
Mobil and other American oil 
companies in their quest to 
partner with the KRG to build 
an oil sector in northern Iraq” 
(Iraq Oil Report, 12/26/14). The 
overarching idea was to con-
solidate Turkey within a strate-
gic coalition against Russia. But 
that isn’t an easy sell. Turkey 
relies on Russia for 58 percent 
of its natural gas imports (Con-
gressional Research Service). 

ISIS’s Rise Threat-
ens Exxon’s Oil
As ISIS’s bloody rise threat-

ens U.S. oil holdings in Kurd-
istan, Exxon has pulled its 
employees from the fields, cut-
ting off Turkey’s tanker load-
ings. With that profit spigot 
plugged, Erdogan has refo-

cused on smashing the Kurds’ historic goal of a greater, inde-
pendent Kurdistan in Syria, Iraq and Turkey itself. In addition 
to halting his army short of Kobani, Erdogan has stopped 
KRG troops in Iraq from crossing into Turkey to reach the be-
sieged city. On October 14, he undercut a two-year peace 
process with airstrikes against Kurdish insurgents in south-
eastern Turkey.

Which side are the Turkish bosses on? Some Turkish en-
ergy interests appear to favor ISIS. “A victory for ISIS [in Kob-
ani]...would secure the terror organization’s flow of oil to a 
lucrative market — its link to the outside world via Turkey” 
(Oil Price, 10/8/14).

Erdogan sees the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad as the main danger. Syria is Iran’s closest ally. Turkey 
and Iran, nearly equal in population, have long vied for re-
gional dominance in the Middle East. “Turkey says it will only 
join a military campaign against Islamic State if the coalition 
also confronts pro-Iranian Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. 
But Washington...has made clear it has no intention of wid-
ening the campaign to join a war against Assad” (Reuters, 
10/13/14).

Meanwhile, ISIS’s advances in Iraq are forcing the hand 
of U.S. oil interests and their lackeys in Washington. From 
George H.W. Bush to Obama, four U.S. presidents have used 
wars and sanctions in a desperate struggle to secure Iraq’s oil 
wealth. Along the way, they have killed more than three mil-
lion Iraqis. Now they are seeing profit-hungry ISIS bosses on 
the verge of seizing Kurdistan. A two-decade U.S. imperialist 
campaign could be undone in a matter of months. 

The Islamic State is closing in on Baghdad, where a rash 
of bombings on the capital’s outskirts killed more than 50 
people on October 11. Even more alarming for U.S. bosses, 
an Iraqi oil worker was among four people kidnapped by 
ISIS a few days earlier in Basra (Iraq Oil Report, 10/9/14). Far 
south of the main war zone, Basra is the heart of Iraq’s rich-
est oil region and operational headquarters for some of the 
world’s largest fields. Industry insider Oil Price (10/8/14) says 
of ISIS, “Their fight is not for control of the mosques, but [of ] 
oil fields.”

Forget Obama’s Promises — 
Generals Champion Ground War

With or without Turkey, U.S. rulers may soon be forced 
into a third land war in Iraq. Obama’s promises not to field 
ground troops mean nothing. As General Martin Dempsey, 
Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman, acknowledged, “Mosul will 
likely be the decisive battle in the ground campaign at some 
point in the future” (New York Times, 10/13/14). Mosul, held 
by ISIS since June, is Iraq’s second biggest city. It lies in the 
north, near key oil tracts and pipelines.

OUR FIGHT 

 

LProgressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship of 
the capitalist class. We organize workers, 
soldiers and youth into a revolutionary move-
ment for communism. 

LOnly the dictatorship of the working 
class — communism — can provide a lasting 
solution to the disaster that is today’s world 
for billions of people. This cannot be done 
through electoral politics, but requires a 
revolutionary movement and a mass Red 
Army led by PLP.

LWorldwide capitalism, in its relentless 
drive for profit, inevitably leads to war, fas-
cism, poverty, disease, starvation and envi-
ronmental destruction. The capitalist class, 
through its state power — governments, 
armies, police, schools and culture — main-
tains a dictatorship over the world’s work-
ers. The capitalist dictatorship supports, 
and is supported by, the anti-working-class 
ideologies of racism, sexism, nationalism, 
individualism and religion.

LWhile the bosses and their mouthpieces 
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism 
is the real failure for billions worldwide. 
Capitalism returned to Russia and China 
because socialism retained many aspects of 
the profit system, like wages and privileges. 
Russia and China did not establish commu-
nism.

LCommunism means working collectively to 
build a worker-run society. We will abolish 
work for wages, money and profits. While 
capitalism needs unemployment,  
communism needs everyone to contribute 
and share in society’s benefits and burdens.

LCommunism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses rac-
ism to super-exploit black, Latino, Asian and 
indigenous workers, and to divide the entire 
working class.

LCommunism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women — sexism — and 
divisive gender roles created by the class 
society.

LCommunism means abolishing nations 
and nationalism. One international working 
class, one world, one Party.

LCommunism means that the minds of 
millions of workers must become free from 
religion’s false promises, unscientific think-
ing and poisonous ideology. Communism will 
triumph when the masses of workers can 
use the science of dialectical materialism to 
understand, analyze and change the world 
to meet their needs and aspirations.

LCommunism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions 
of workers — eventually everyone — must 
become communist organizers. Join Us!
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WHO WRITES FOR CHALLENGE?
The fact that CHALLENGE/PLP articles 

are not signed grows from PLP’s criticism of 
the cult of the individual in the former socialist 
Soviet Union and China. We do not want to en-
courage the possibility of building up a “follow-
ing” around any particular individual.

While an article may be written by one 
person, the final version is based on collective 
discussion and criticism. Many times this col-
lective discussion even precedes an individual’s 
writing of an article.

Continued on page 4

U.S. Imperialist Problem

Too Many Enemies, 
Too few Friends
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BROOKLYN, September 21 — On the 21st 
of September between 300,000 and 400,000 
people marched from Columbus Circle to 42nd 
Street in New York City. It was called The Peoples 
Climate March. Over 100 people from our church 
congregation took part as a group. Some march-
ers took leaflets about the Justice for Kyam Liv-
ingston demonstration in Brooklyn.  

That demonstration had a smaller turnout 
than usual because so many people went on 
the earlier march. But some went to both. One 
of the speakers who had been on the march in 
Manhattan pointed out that the demonstration 
for Kyam was one of fighting for justice and that 
both demonstrations were linked.

Progressive Labor Party had pointed out at 
the climate march that capitalism causes climate 
change and ruins the lives of workers in many 
more ways. At the Kyam demonstration a PL 
speaker concluded that a system which denies 
justice for families in Ferguson, Staten Island, the 
Middle East and Brooklyn should be destroyed.

This was the fourteenth month after the 
death of Kyam Livingston and many who spoke 
talked strongly about the disgrace that there is 
still no justice for a woman who died because 
she was refused medical care. Others pointed 
out that for black workers in this society there is 
very little help and much racist police terror and 
harassment.

Many of the people who stood on the corners lis-
tening to the demonstration took leaflets and CHAL-
LENGEs. People stayed and listened intently, clearly af-
fected by what they heard. Some came over and asked 
questions, paying no attention to the racist police who, 
as usual, were in evidence. The speakers came from dif-
ferent backgrounds, were of different ages, and were 
both men and women. 

After the demonstration was over we discussed 
the obvious fact that it was smaller, but in some ways it 
was more important because people on the street were 
very involved in listening and asking questions. People 
were shocked and frustrated that 14 months after a 
death that was clearly negligent murder, little or noth-
ing has been done. Our new mayor and his group have 
now been in power in this city for nine months and, in 
spite of the promises, the attitudes have not changed.  
The new District Attorney has done nothing to help this 
family get the justice they deserve.  

Kyam’s mother spoke in her usual forceful manner 
about her child who died and that she would never 
forget. She thanked those who came, and those who 
always come for being there. We should make sure that 
the next demonstration is better attended and that we 
try to get in touch with  other groups, particularly after 
the recent struggles in Ferguson and in Staten Island 
where racist callousness towards black workers is so 
clearly evident. PL’ers in the struggle continue to point 
out that we would need to have communist revolution 
to get real justice.J

TEXAS, September 19 — “Racist administration, 
shut it down!” chanted 15 students marching through 
the courtyard of our community college here. Led by 
PLP, we crossed a major street and blocked traffic. We 
held this protest immediately after a PL-led panel dis-
cussion with students titled “Confronting 21st Century 
Racism” the racist connection between the police mur-
der of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, and the at-
tacks on immigrant workers at the U.S.-Mexico border. 
This was our college club’s way of bringing the fight-
back home, and we did just that!

Panel’s Message: Fight Back Like 
Ferguson Everywhere!

Building for the panel and the march wasn’t easy. 
Our campus has cracked down on organizing by requir-
ing any leaflet distributed on campus to be approved 
first by the administration. As an unofficial campus 
organization, we organize as clandestinely as possi-
ble, even though the police caught and reprimanded 
one of our comrades for distributing unauthorized 
literature. Our college town has a long history of anti-
immigrant racism and Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) attacks. Many students responded to 
our leafleting for the panel with eagerness and relief. 

The three-person panel had a multiracial audience 
of 25 students. It included an English professor who 
connected the prison construction company GEO and 
its billions of dollars of contracts for building prisons 
and its lobbying efforts in the U.S. Congress to pass 
tougher laws and pass stricter immigration laws to fill 
these prisons. The second panelist followed up the dis-
cussion with his experience as an immigration attorney 
and elaborated on the recent policy known as Criminal 
Alien Removal Initiative which allows ICE to become 
more aggressive in deportations.

The third panelist talked about her experiences in 
the Ferguson rebellion. She changed the nature of the 
panel by first asking a few questions to the audience, 
challenging the capitalist media’s labeling of the fight-
back in Ferguson a “riot.” After leading the audience in 
a call-and-response chant she had learned from the re-
bels of “Ferguson! SHUT IT DOWN!” She gave a powerful 
and moving account of the multiracial unity and resist-
ance there.

The questions from the audience that followed 
were evidence of how sharp our panel’s political con-
clusions had been. A black student in the audience 
asked, “how do we build a revolution?” We responded 
that everyone in this room chanting with us was an ex-
ample of a first step towards building a revolution. The 

second step is doing something — direct action. At this 
moment our MC who introduced the panel and anoth-
er comrade unfurled a banner that read, “students and 
workers unite and fight against mass incarcerations 
and mass deportations.”

From Panel Discussion 
to Antiracist Marches!

We then invited everyone to overcome their fears 
by joining us in an anti-cop protest. Fifteen of the 25 
students at the event joined us, and the black student 
who had asked the question about revolution was one 
of the march leaders, and led chants through the cam-
pus like “no justice no peace, no racist police!” and “Kill-
er cops you can’t hide, we charge you with genocide!”

An administrator ran outside and had a tantrum 
telling us we did not have permission to protest on 
campus. Without having to explain the revolutionary 
potential we have as students and workers that super-
cedes the need for permission from a petty administra-
tor, we continued chanting. Everyone understood that 
at this moment our words were our resistance. No one 

was going to stop us and we continued marching and 
chanting until some lost their voice. We made 20 con-
tacts from interested passersby. Following the march, 
we invited everyone to join us the next day at another 
university. Three committed to the proposal!

The next day at the university, we were a smaller 
group, but just as loud and powerful. We unfurled our 
banner and passed out over 300 leaflets. As waves of 
students passed by and some began taking pictures. 
Many could not believe we were from the smaller com-
munity college nearby. We made five new contacts and 
were joined by at least two university students.

Overall the two days of fightback taught us a lot 
about our potential. We are not as weak as we often 
think and boldness pays! The reality is that our Party’s 
leadership and discipline turned kkkop and anti-im-
migrant racist terror into ammunition for the working 
class. We turned student anger into a school for com-
munism. And building for communism means build-
ing an army of workers to challenge the bosses’ power. 
Black, Latin, Asian and White: to smash racism we must 
unite. All power to the workers!J

Justice for Kyam —Justice for the Earth

PL College Club Follows Ferguson Lead! 
Turn up vs. Racism

Kyam Livingston’s mother holds her urn at the 
July 21st march. 
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PARIS, October 10 — The French Senate is consid-
ering sharpening a new antiterrorist law passed by the 
National Assembly which, while ostensibly targeting 
“suspected terrorists” going abroad, can attack any of 
the nearly five million Muslims — Arab and black Afri-
cans — living in France as well as anyone at all who op-
poses French ruling-class policies. The measure would 
also re-establish a level of censorship not seen since the 
fall of Emperor Napoleon III in 1815.

Meanwhile, French troops in four African countries, 
as well as their widening imperialist interventions in the 
Middle East and as part of NATO in Eastern Europe, are 
engaged in far bigger terrorism. If these interventions 
lead to working-class protests, France’s rulers will assur-
edly use this antiterrorist law, and others, against any 
protesters, especially against communists, the deadli-
est enemies of the capitalist class because we want to 
eliminate the whole capitalist system. This law mirrors 
what the Nazis did in their occupation of France during 
World War II when communist Resistance fighters were 
branded as terrorists. If necessary, the bosses will act 
without “legal” excuses, although even fascists prefer a 
“legal” cover.

The law allows the police to stop a person leaving 
France if they “suspect” that he or she wants to commit 
terrorist acts abroad. The government can also sum-
marily block internet sites. Finally, the law creates the 
new crime of an “individual terrorist undertaking” — 
which amounts to a one-person conspiracy!

This is fascism, plain and simple. While liberals 
moan about the erosion of individual liberties and the 
sapping of bourgeois democracy, they avoid discussing 
the three basic questions listed below.

Who does the law target?
A September 22 BFM (France’s main news station) 

television report quotes writer David Thomson saying 
that “the emirs of the Islamic State are certainly going 

to order their foreign combatants to return to their 
countries to conduct terrorist actions.” This could easily 
mean hunting down “terrorists” among the 4.7 million 
Muslims living in France (7.5 percent of the population). 
A Brookings Institute article “Being Muslim in France” 
reported: “Though France’s Muslims represent 123 dif-
ferent nationalities, nearly three-quarters are from the 
countries of the Maghreb: Algeria, Morocco, or Tunisia.” 
Many of the others are of black African origin.

So essentially it’s an anti-Muslim, anti-Arab, anti-
black law. Its racist nature is concealed by both its 
advocates and its liberal opponents because racism 
is integral to their capitalist society. On the one hand, 
capitalism requires a pool of super-exploited workers 
both to divide the working class as well as to depress 
working conditions for everyone (by saying, “if you 
don’t like your job, there’s a black/Arab/other waiting to 
take it”). On the other hand, the French Republic motto 
is “freedom, equality, brotherhood,” meaning it has to 
pretend to be anti-racist. That’s why the racist nature of 
the law is concealed by both the reactionary and the 
liberal wings of the French ruling class — and why com-
munists emphasize its racism.

Why Join ISIS?
According to a March 11 article in the Observatoire 

des Inégalités, seven percent of the population lives in 
a “sensitive urban zone” — the official name for a ghet-
to. This “zone” disproportionately contains immigrants 
from non-EU countries, young people and unskilled 
workers.

Poverty and unemployment were always worse 
there, but the economic crisis triggered by the 2008 fi-
nancial crisis hit this population the hardest. Between 
2006 and 2011, their poverty rate shot up 7.5 times 
faster than those outside, unemployment five times 
faster and youth unemployment 1.7 times as fast; 36.5 
percent live below the poverty line, almost three times 

higher than outside these “sensitive urban zones.” The 
unemployment rate is 24.2 percent, 2.4 times the rate in 
the surrounding city. Youth unemployment (age 15-24) 
is 45%, compared to 23.1% outside.

These conditions marginalize and alienate Arab 
and black youth, opening them to ISIS recruitment. 
But Islamic fundamentalism is not necessarily their 
main motivation: most of those arrested recently by 
the French police charged with trying to join jihadist 
groups cannot speak Arabic, and some of the young 
women would-be jihadists thought “sura” (the term for 
a Koran verse) was the name of a fashionable singer! Ac-
cording to an October 5 Le Parisien newspaper article, a 
website close to the Islamic State says they promise free 
housing, food, medical care and monthly allowances.

Thus, the Islamic State promises Arab and black 
youth everything French society cannot. Whether 
they will deliver is questionable. Without a revolution-
ary communist party to explain that the Islamic State 
bosses are just like French bosses — out to maximize 
profit from the labor of the working class — the youth 
can be sucked in.  The French ruling class only offers a 
repressive antiterrorist law, which will only increase the 
marginalization and alienation of Arab and black youth.

Who does the law ultimately target?
While the law’s immediate targets are Arab and 

black youth, it can and will attack any dissident group 
in the ruling class’s sight. Already, the Green Party dep-
uties in the National Assembly are worried that the law 
can describe popular and civic dissidence as terrorist, 
asking, “Will the ‘Big Useless Projects’ that threaten the 
quality of life and the environment now pass for ‘incite-
ment to terrorism’? In Canada, the government is…
considering ecological activism as a terrorist threat.”

The French ruling class has learned well from the 
Nazis how to combat opposition to its racist and fascist 
policies.J

France: Racist Antiterrorist Law 
A Cover for Fascism

As the war in Iraq and Syria spreads, the U.S. urgent-
ly needs Turkey to fall into line. In August, the govern-
ment’s Congressional Research Service (CRS) warned 
that U.S. and Turkish rulers “periodically differ regard-
ing how ...third-party actors — Israel, the Assad regime, 
Iraq’s government, Kurdish groups, Al Qaeda affiliates 
[ISIS], Palestinian factions, Iran, Russia, and China — 
should be tolerated, involved, bolstered, or opposed.” 

CRS however reminded its Congressional readers 
of “Turkey’s importance to U.S. interests … as a ‘global 
swing state’ with the ability to have a sizeable impact 

on international order….” Like Brazil, India, and Indone-
sia, Turkey’s value in a potential world war rests on the 
strength of its armed forces and support for U.S.-style 
“democracy,” a mix of class oppression and capitalist-
run elections. All the more reason, as CRS noted, for 
U.S. bosses to worry about “a possible deal between 
Turkey and a Chinese government-owned company 
to co-produce a Turkish air and missile defense system, 
which could have implications for U.S.-Turkey defense 
cooperation and for Turkey’s political and military pro-
file within NATO.” 

Workers’ Answer: Class War
While the world’s bosses are powerful, they are 

not omnipotent. Workers have always rebelled against 
oppression. From garment workers in Bangladesh to 
expropriated peasants in China to anti-racists in the 
streets of Ferguson and St. Louis, Missouri, they con-
tinue to do so today. The capitalists need to put down 
these workers’ outbreaks while confronting splits in 
their own ranks and fighting off their imperialist com-
petition. The profit system’s problems are insoluble. Led 
by a mass revolutionary communist party, the interna-
tional working class has a great opportunity to organ-
ize these rebellions into class war against our capitalist 
oppressors.

That is the goal of Progressive Labor Party. Join us!J

U.S. Imperialist Problem
Too Many Enemies, Too few Friends

Continued from page 2
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On October 9 in New York City, I 
joined a rally at the Mexican consulate 
with several members of my college fac-
ulty and staff union (PSC-CUNY), along 
with school teachers in the UFT, and 
many others. We were there to protest 
the murderous ambush of activist stu-
dents from the Rural Teachers College 
of Ayotzinapa in the Mexican state of 
Guerrero. 

The students had come to the town 
of Iguala to raise money for school sup-
plies, since their college is woefully un-
derfunded. The Iguala police attacked 
the students, spraying their bus with 
machine gun fire, killing six people, 
wounding dozens more and kidnap-
ping 43 students. The students may 
have been handed over to a local drug 
gang. As of today, we don’t how many 
of the 43 were murdered, but a mass 
grave has been discovered in the area 
with a couple of dozen bodies. The stu-
dents have been missing since Septem-
ber 26, and the outlook is grim.

Nearly one hundred of us picketed 
for an hour, loudly chanting, “Protest 
the Massacre of Mexic-an Students,” and 
“Workers United Will Never Be Defeat-
ed.” The nervous consulate staff quickly 
closed their entrance, as they heard 
our message. After picketing, we held 
a rally at which CUNY students and fac-
ulty, among others, spoke and delivered 
the same message: we stand with our 
brothers and sisters in Mexico. We de-
mand that kidnapped students who are 
still alive be released and we demand 
that those responsible for the killings 
be severely punished.

Over the last few days, tens of 
thousands of workers in Mexico have 
marched in Mexico City, Guerrero, Vera 
Cruz, and Oaxaca, carrying signs declar-
ing, “Fascist government, assassin of 
teachers.” Teacher unions are reportedly 
calling for school walkouts to protest 
the outrageous killings.

The teachers college of Ayotzi-
napa has been training teachers, and 
producing activists, for many decades. 
The school calls itself “the cradle of so-
cial consciousness” and its students — 
many of whom are from poor families 
and work in the fields behind the school 
— are renowned for their social activ-
ism. These students and teachers have 
allied with farm workers against those 
who abuse them. Recently they joined 
a struggle to demand that the mayor of 
Iguala provide fertilizer to poor farm-
ers. This militancy has earned them the 
wrath of local politicians, cops and the 
drug lords they work with.  The same 
mayor, who is now a fugitive from the 
law, is accused of recently murdering a 
popular leader of a reform group.

October 2 was the 46th anniversary 
of the notorious Tlatelolco Massacre, in 
which the Mexican military shot and 
killed nearly 300 student demonstra-
tors, hoping to destroy the massive 
protest movement ten days before 
the 1968 Summer Olympics opened in 
Mexico City. Students from the Rural 
Teachers College had been planning to 
join commemoration protests in Mexico 
City last week.

CUNY Red

MEXICO, September 27 — The fascist repression 
against the students of the Ayotzinapa Rural Teaching 
College, which took place in Iguala, Guerrero on Sep-
tember 27, is a reflection of the violence that the ruling 
class has been willing to use to enforce its plans against 
the working class. Six people, amongst them 3 stu-
dents, were killed in that police and paramilitary attack, 
and to this date, 57 youth are still disappeared.

Events like this has become a daily occurrence as 
the world capitalist crisis deepens and the imperialist 
rivals, such as the U.S., Russia and China get ready to 
fight in wider wars.

One example of the effects of this crisis and the 
preparations for war on the working class in Mexico 
is the imposition of the reforms recently “passed”: En-
ergy reform allows the U.S. to have more control over 
energy resources (which is vital to the U.S. in case of an 
imperialist war), while the education and labor reforms 
guarantee access to a cheap labor force, trained and 
docile, and represents more oppression and exploita-
tion of workers.

The passing of the reforms previously mentioned 
was framed by the fascist terror created by the army, 
the police and the crime cartels, the support of all the 
electoral political parties, the passivity of the working 
class and the unity of the most important ruling-class 
groups in Mexico and the U.S. 

It is expected that implementation of the reforms 
will face further working-class resistance and bigger 
disagreements amongst the members of the ruling 
class and its politicians who will try to position them-
selves to increase profits. For these reasons the bosses 
will use fascist terror to repress working-class resistance 
and to discipline their own class.

Under these conditions of increasing fascism and 
low resistance to ruling-class attacks, the massive pro-
tests of the National Polytechnic Institute (IPN) stu-
dents against changes to their internal regulations and 
curriculum is very significant. This struggle is part of the 
entire working-class resistance to the reforms imposed 
by bosses. It cannot be restricted to the academic are-

na, as some groups 
argued; it is a re-
flection of the class 
struggle.

The changes 
that the authorities 
and bosses are try-
ing to put into ef-
fect at IPN are part 
of the education 
reform, designed 
to repress the 
polytechnic com-
munity’s political 
participation, mak-
ing higher educa-
tion more techni-
cally oriented and 
reduce teachers’ 
benefits. These re-
forms respond to the 
needs of the capital-
ist system to reduce enrollment in public education 
to benefit the business of private education and turn 
public schools into cheap labor factories, where they 
trained. Docile workers who don’t require the instruc-
tion of a highly qualified technician.

Under capitalism, education is a business and one 
of the most important means to indoctrinate youth 
with nationalist, sexist, individualist, and racist ideol-
ogy. The struggle of the Polytechnic students opposes 
these two aspects. The unity they are developing with 
workers and students in other schools like UNAM, UAM 
and UAEM will be important to defeating attacks by 
school authorities and the ruling class. We must re-
member that Polytechnic students played a key role 
in the 1968 student movement involving strikes and 
ruling-class massacres.

The attacks confronted by Polytechnic teachers 
and students will not end as long as there is a capital-
ist system. It is essential for capitalism to minimize the 

living conditions of the working class because this is a 
determining factor in maximizing their profits. Capital-
ists will try by any means to cut down salaries, retire-
ment pensions, and health and education services. We 
workers must fight against these cuts, but as long as 
the bosses have political, economic and military power, 
for the most part they will win.

This is why we must understand the urgent need to 
organize an international party, not an electoral party, 
to lead millions of workers in a communist revolution 
to abolish the oppressive capitalist system and build a 
new communist society. This is the goal that in the last 
century inspired millions of workers around the world, 
including many of those who were part of the 1968 
movement. We must honor their memory renewing 
our commitment to the fight for a just and egalitarian 
society.

From Ayotzinapa to Casco to Ferguson, the struggle 
of the working class for its liberation will put an end to 
capitalist oppression!J

Why are working class youth crimi-
nalized? For the last few decades, youth 
have been the most vulnerable sector 
of the working class under capitalism. 
With the current crisis of overproduc-
tion, the ruling class has no interest in 
providing education or future employ-
ment for our youth. Instead, they have 
implemented huge and expensive 
campaigns to warn us that poor and 
unemployed youth will be the future 
hired killers of organized crime. Or that 
youth who participate in protests are 
black-clad people bent on destruction 
and terrorizing the general population, 
which the system must punish harshly 
with jail sentences.

Smear and elimination policies pro-
mote the brutality of the murders. The 
working class has a long-held affection 
for teaching students and teachers be-
cause of these groups’ commitment 
to their communities. For this reason, 
the Mexicanos Primero and Televisa 
bosses, along with the government, 
have massively promoted the idea that 
teachers, including student-teachers, 
are to blame for the educational back-
wardness. These workers are labeled 
parasites who get a salary to spend 
their time at sit-ins, which are a waste 
of money the government should not 
allow. But the context of this campaign 
was the passage of the education re-
form, which created huge profits for the 
groups, promoting the commercializa-
tion of education.

Although originally the police and 
army were trained as the capitalists’ 
repressive branch. Today due to the in-
creasing violence carried out by drug 
cartels — amply documented to be 
sponsored by businesses and covered 

up by the politicians — the police fire 
on unarmed students under orders from 
local drug lords, with the pretext that 
their lives were in danger. While the cops 
could use their weapons against criminal 
groups, they prefer to hunt and murder 
18- and 20-year-old youth who the gov-
ernment describes as undesirables.

Ayotzinapa is not an isolated case of 
police brutality. Thousands of unarmed 
black and Latino youth are murdered 
by racist police in the U.S. Even in those 
few cases where crimes were recorded, 
the police claimed they feared for their 
lives because they were confronting 
one of those “black rappers drug-deal-
ing youth” who could “hurt” them as 
shown in countless racist movies and TV 
shows. In Europe, immigrants are mas-
sacred by the police, as was the case of 
the unarmed Brazilian immigrant mur-
dered by the British cops because he 
looked like an Arab attempting to “com-
mit a terrorist act” on the city subway.

Mexico is not a failed state. Capi-
talism is a criminal system. We cannot 
conclude that Mexico is simply a failed 
state (a concept which describes gov-
ernment institutions that cannot solve 
the problems of its population) when 
on a daily basis its ruling class invests 
huge amounts of money to promote 
racist ideas, smear campaigns, or wars 
designed to obtain resources to stay 
in power. They won’t solve the current 
situation because they deliberately cre-
ated it. Only the organized international 
working class is capable of stopping 
these crimes by destroying the system 
that promotes them. We took power in 
the past; we can do it again.J

Bosses Murder Teachers
 Fight Capitalist Education Reform

From Mexico to U.S. to Middle 
East — Youth Are Under Attack

CUNY Students, Workers 
rally vs. Murder of 
Students in Mexico

Youth march carrying photos of missing students. See below.



Earth and Workers Over Bosses and 
Profits

I attended the people’s climate march in NYC on 
September 21. More than 400,000 people came out on 
the streets to demand immediate action from the U.N. 
The misleaders of the march called for all-class unity, 
saying that the rulers and workers are all in it together. 
But we aren’t. Climate change is a class issue, and it 
is another failure of the capitalist system. But it is im-
portant not to dismiss this movement as boss-led and 
“middle class.”

Many workers and youth at the march did under-
stand class issues. Most placards were hand-made, not 
the printed ones of the march misleaders who are capi-
talists and politicians. Marchers raised signs calling for 
“System Change, Not Climate Change,” “Stop Corporate 
Greed.” A huge mannequin of a greedy boss with a cigar 
was labeled “CEO.” Chants attacked Obama and the U.N. 
Others had the blame-the-people line that walking or 
riding bicycles can stop global warming.

The anti-capitalists and radicals were kept in the 
last staging area (namely the back) of the march, so 
that their posters wouldn’t get on TV. Most participants 
hoped for immediate action from the world’s leaders at 
the UN. This can’t happen because the world’s leaders 
serve the capitalist class. We have an opportunity to 
build the revolutionary movement by reaching out to 
those who understand that the problem is the system, 
not ignorance or the bad habits of workers. 

The march was multi-racial but had few black work-
ers. While the march was sponsored by the Service Em-
ployees International Union (SEIU), the strategy was to 
demand action from the world’s rulers. We must rely 
on the working class to effect change. There was little 
understanding that the only way the oil industry will 
relinquish their huge profits would be by revolutionary 
force. That said, there is a great deal of hate for the oil 
bosses, and concern that our children’s future is being 
robbed from them, opening the door to discussions 
and struggle with anti-climate change activists  about 
the nature of the capitalist system. 

The earth is being poisoned by carbon dioxide 
(CO2) and methane (CH3), and is warming up to un-
precedented levels. Global warming is entirely caused 
by carbon and methane emissions and deforestation, 
resulting from the short-term and long-term profit 
goals of major industries. This is not a natural cycle, but 
a disaster resulting from the energy system set up by 
the oil, coal and gas industries, and supported further 
by the auto industry and governments. The system has 
forced workers into automobiles so that they would use 
oil and create profits for the oil industry. The emissions 

from automobiles, coal and oil-based power plants, and 
even cattle raising (methane) have raised the levels of 
greenhouse gases so that the oceans are warming, and 
the Earth’s ice caps are melting. 

The oil bosses run the show worldwide. They fight 
wars for oil in the Middle East, murdering and dislocat-
ing millions of workers. If there’s a war, to find the cause, 
find where the oil is. It is a mystery how the oil bosses 
can justify the destruction of the earth to themselves, 
but it doesn’t matter. They are out of control and are 
destroying the habitability of the earth for humans. 

Anti-Capitalist Marcher

Banking on EBOLA, and AIDS  
In the early 1980s, I first became aware of Ebola 

about the time I was first paying attention to the loom-
ing AIDS crisis. I was teaching Biology at a southern 
university and must admit that AIDS was more of a con-
cern because it was here in the U.S. and Ebola was an 
ocean away. The AIDS crisis diminished as people be-
came more aware of how to prevent it and the scientific 
community developed “high tech” drugs to deal with it. 

Ebola became quite unmanageable by the mid-
1980s. I remember reading an article about how the 
disease was out of control and how European doctors 
had fled the continent and left the African doctors to 
deal with it. The article went on to describe how the Af-
rican doctors drew the blood of the survivors (there are 
always survivors of all infectious diseases) and extract-
ed the serum. They gave the serum to those infected 
and crisis was averted. This was a “Low Tech” means to 
deal with the problem.

When the new outbreak of Ebola occurred I as-
sumed that they would take the same approach as the 
one that was successful in the past. They didn’t seem 
to utilize this technique. When two U.S. doctors were 
stricken with the disease they used “High Tech” medi-
cines to cure them. There were only three doses of this 
medicine and the U.S. doctors got the last two doses. 
When a Liberian man came into the U.S. with the dis-
ease, they didn’t use the High Tech medicine on him 
and he died. Soon after the African man died, the U.S. 
doctor who survived volunteered his blood to save a 
U.S. cameraman. Was it to spin down the blood and 
produce serum high in antibodies for the Ebola virus? 
The details weren’t given.

AIDS and Ebola have a lot in common; both are af-
fecting the continent of Africa with devastating con-
sequences. The medicines produced for both of these 
diseases are far too expensive to have a real affect on 
the spread of these diseases. AIDS is rampant in Africa!

Capitalism requires expensive “High Tech” solutions 

for all maladies that confront man-
kind! If the rich Pharma/healthcare 
bosses can’t make a buck on it they 
will allow a whole continent to per-
ish! 

Under communism we will uti-
lize the best strategies to confront 
challenges to our health. This was 
done after the Chinese revolution 
when the people eradicated all 
disease-carrying flies in Shanghai! 
They also eradicated syphilis by 
education and penicillin. Only a 
health system driven by the need 
to prevent disease and not by the 
need to produce profits will serve 
the working class!

Red Prof

Students United in 
Anti-racist Struggle 
From NY to Boston

This was the first time I took 
part in a panel or went to Boston. 
I felt very pressured when I first 
walked in the room at the commu-
nity college. There were about 20 
people from the Pizza and Politics 
club waiting to hear about our Pe-
traeus struggle at CUNY. I spent the 
whole bus ride writing about what I 
would say at the panel. 

I didn’t expect to be as scared 
as I was, but when I started speak-
ing all the nerves got to me. I spoke 
about the rallies we had, how we 
gained supporters and how the 
struggle affected me. The next stop 
we made was at a university where 

the outcome wasn’t as big. We spoke to this student 
who seemed to really be intrigued. He said he would 
show the College Conference fliers to his friends. We 
returned to the community college to participate in an 
event about Ferguson. 

Boston has a lot of colleges and doing some sight-
seeing was cool. I liked hearing about the history of 
Boston’s struggles. I learned how PLP really impacted 
Boston from different events like beating up the KKK. 
I saw Harvard University and realized most students 
there were white and those at the community college 
were mostly black. I enjoyed my time in Boston and my 
first time being on a panel. For my first time, I think I did 
good and I look forward to other panels.

★ ★ ★ ★ 

  I was lucky to be one of the comrades chosen to 
visit Boston from New York on Sept 25. At first, I was 
reluctant to go. It ended up being a delightful and 
inspiring experience. Initially, I was intimidated at the 
prospect of speaking on the Petraeus campaign we 
conducted at CUNY: I wasn’t sure what I would say, or 
how I would say it and whether it would be interesting 
or helpful to folks there. But our comrades went out of 
their way to engage and accommodate us. On top of 
that, their work in the colleges is going well and their 
members and friends were no different.

To learn from and engage with other comrades is 
always a good experience. To give and take leadership 
from the working class is always a good idea. Only by 
doing these activities will we ever gain experience for 
class struggle. What we shared can only make our prac-
tice stronger, our ideas sharper. Our friends at the com-
munity college told us of their struggle against armed 
police on campus, and how they fought back against 
administrative repression. They encouraged us to be 
bold in our actions and to move forward; to always fight 
to win. We emphasized the importance of building ties 
and organizing within a Party.

We also learned from veteran comrades and 
learned the history of Boston and PLP. It was a hum-
bling experience. Particularly interesting was the Par-
ty’s experience in 1975 in fighting fascists and racists at 
Beacon Hill. PLP had a significant influence on Boston, 
by fighting for workers and against racism. This influ-
ence will never be acknowledged by the bosses, so it 
was good to hear our side. All in all, Boston is in good 
shape, and I know we will be hearing more good news 
from them in the future. I will treasure the connections 
I made and experiences I had. I will move forward as a 
renewed comrade!

Hahvahd Yahd  
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PORT-Au-PRINCE, October 10 — When former 
dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier, close adviser to the 
plundering police state of Haiti President Michel Mar-
telly, died October 4 of a heart attack, the working class 
had only one regret — that he died of natural causes.

Human rights organizations complain that Duva-
lier, ousted from power in 1986, was never tried or con-
victed in a court of law. But it is an illusion to believe 
in “justice” for dictators under capitalism. As journalist 
Marvel Dandin has noted, there were many reasons 
that the Duvalier regime was never held accountable 
for its crimes:

•	 Successive regimes followed the same trail of 
corruption and human rights violations; 

•	 The Haitian capitalist oligarchy — basically 
an organized crime syndicate — never lost its 
dominance;

•	 Leaders who followed Duvalier were closely 
allied to the oligarchy and profited from smug-
gling and drug trafficking;

•	 Haiti’s public administration continues to pro-
tect racketeers and embezzlers;

•	 The judicial system is bought and sold by the 
rich;

•	 The big imperialist powers rely on corrupt re-
gimes in places like Haiti to guarantee their 
financial and political interests.

Fascist Father, Fascist Son
Under the rule of Duvalier, known as “Baby Doc,” 

and his father, “Papa Doc,” workers in Haiti endured 
nearly three decades of horrific brutality, from 1957 to 
1986. The Duvaliers were notorious for crimes against 
humanity, misappropriation of public funds, illegal ar-
rests, torture, imprisonment, murder, and forced exile 
of opponents. According to historian Charles Dupuy, 
“Thousands of opponents were sentenced to prison 
and exile. At least 50,000 people died in Fort Dimanche 
prison in Port-au-Prince.”  They had the active support 
of the U.S. and other imperialists because they claimed 
to be the biggest anti-communists in the region. They 
are proof that we can speak of real justice only in a 
communist world. Under capitalism, it’s just bosses and 

criminals and their war against workers. 

Duvalier was chased from Haiti after a dec-
ade of crises, including in 1978, ostensibly to 
deal with an epidemic of Swine Fever, all of Hai-
ti’s native pigs, a mainstay of the rural economy, 
were killed. They were replaced by expensive 
U.S. pigs, which very few could afford, intensify-
ing rural poverty.

In 1984, under U.S. President Ronald Reagan, 
the Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) attempted 
to counter guerrilla movements in Nicaragua 
and El Salvador with trade perks to right-wing 
regimes in the region. In fact, the CBI led to 
widespread hunger and triggered months of 
mass demonstrations against Jean-Claude Du-
valier and the Tonton Macoutes, his murderous 
paramilitary. Under a secret agreement between 
the governments of the U.S., France and Haiti, 
Duvalier received a police escort to a U.S. mili-
tary plane. The second-generation dictator was 
finally dechouke (uprooted).

Rehabilitating a Mass Murderer
In January 2011, to general surprise, Duvalier 

was welcomed back to Haiti by Martelly after 25 
years of exile and idleness in France, where he 
led the high life with the untold millions he’d sto-
len from the Haitian masses. 

In the Duvalier tradition, Martelly recently 
told workers and students in Haiti that he was 
against communism. Martelly’s lawyer threat-
ened that communists would not be given na-
tional or state funerals! But this is nothing new. 
The bosses attack communism ferociously be-
cause they fear it. In workers’ struggles against 
capitalist exploitation, racism, sexism and wars for 
profit, communist strategy and ideology are the main 
threats to the ruling class. Indeed, communists in Pro-
gressive Labor Party must challenge attacks by inten-
sifying their work in Haiti. The working class in Haiti 
has suffered from the lack of communist-led struggle 
around the world. We must continue to organize stu-
dents, peasants, and workers, and to build a base for 
communist revolution. 

Martelly’s Turn
Even as the news of one tyrant’s death leaves the 

masses of Haitians cold, the current tyrant, a notorious 
criminal, goes on his merry way under the gleaming 
eyes of the imperialists! Now it’s Martelly who exploits 
the workers and takes bribes from the U.S. bosses to 
keep Haiti safe for capitalism. Martelly is known as “Tet 
Kale” for his bald head. But this Creole phrase also refers 
to the way pigs are shorn. The working class will not let 
Martelly and his gang off the hook so easily!J

U.S. slavery ‘essential to the violent 
construction of the capitalist world’

NYT, 10/5 — [From The Half Has Never Been Told; 
Slavery and the Making of American Capitalism, by 
Edward Baptist]…Cotton, the raw material of the early 
Industrial Revolution, was by far the most important 
commodity in 19th century international trade and…
capital accumulated through slave labor flowed into the 
coffers of Northern and British bankers, merchants and 
manufacturers….Slave owners pioneered advances in 
modern accounting and finance….

Baptist…emphasis [is] on the centrality of the…
trade on slaves to the regional and national economies 
and…the role of extreme violence in the workings of 
the slave system….Almost one million slaves…were 
transported to the cotton fields from the Upper South…
before the Civil War….

Since buyers preferred young workers “with no at-
tachments,” the separation of husbands from wives and 
parents from children were intrinsic to its operation, not, 
as…claimed, a regrettable side effect….

The sellers of slaves…were…entrepreneurs who 
knew an opportunity for gain when they saw one….The 
slave traders — the middlemen — …excelled at maxi-
mizing profits….”Slavery’s frontier…was a white man’s 
sexual playground….

…Violence…explains the remarkable increase of la-
bor productivity on cotton plantations….

Planters called their method of labor control the 
“pushing system.” Each slave was assigned a daily pick-
ing quota….Baptist…prefers to call it “the whipping 
system….torture.” To make slaves work harder and 
harder, planters utilized…incessant beating,…sexual 
humiliation, bodily humiliation, even waterboarding…
.”inflict[ing] torture far more often than in almost any 
human society that ever existed….”

…In the 1830s, Southern banks developed new 
financial instruments, bonds with slaves as collateral. 

That enabled planters to borrow enormous amounts of 
money to acquire new land, and…lawmakers backed 
these bonds with the state’s credit…. Slavery was es-
sential to American development and…to the violent 
construction of the capitalist world….

NYT, 10/4 — Baptist [wrote] … “that the commodi-
fication and suffering forced on African-Americans is 
what made the United States powerful and rich….is the 
truth….

Baptist’s work….connected the dots among planta-
tion labor, London bankers and Northern factories, and 
the creation of Ivy League universities….

[He connected] “the day-to-day violence of planta-
tion labor to the largest macroeconomic questions of 
the West’s economic takeoff in the 19th century.”

Obama ‘the deporter-in-chief’
NYT, 10/2 — The Obama administration carried out 

438,421 deportations in 2013, a record number, bring-
ing the total for President Obama to well over 2 million 
during his time in office, according to official figures 
published Wednesday….

Said Marc Rosenblum, director…at the Migration 
Policy Institute, “This report reinforces the message that 
he has been the deporter-in-chief….”

…The numbers of deportations…increasingly af-
fect immigrants with families who are long settled in the 
United States.

U.S.’s longest war just got longer
GW, 10/10 — The longest war in American history 

will last at least another decade, according to the…
deal…signed by the new Afghanistan government….

…The deal guarantees that US and NATO troops 
will…stay “until the end of 2024 and beyond.” 

….In 2010…vice-president Joe Biden vowed the US 
would be “totally out” of Afghanistan “come hell or high 
water, by 2014….The…pact…puts US troops beyond 
the reach of Afghan law….

…The deal...is also a hedge against the resurgence 
of the Taliban and a recognition that 13 years of expen-
sive war have failed to end the insurgency. Any earlier 
termination of the deal must occur by mutual consent, 

ensuring a US veto….

…The US military will have access to nine major land 
and airbases,…staging areas not only for air operations 
in Afghanistan but the US drone strikes that continue in 
tribal Pakistan….Additional bases…ensure the reach of 
the US military throughout Afghanistan….

…Nothing in the deal prevents a US president from 
ramping troop levels back up [beyond 10,000].

Unemployment Rate: 5.9% or 
23.1%?

ShadowStats.com, 10/3 — The economy is not 
recovering. Happy headline numbers, including the 
increasing nonsense and unreliability in the unem-
ployment and employment data should reverse in the 
months ahead….

Bottom Line: More in line with common experi-
ence….the 5.9% headline unemployment rate would 
have topped 23%...taking all the short- and long-term 
discouraged workers into account….

Counting All Discouraged Workers, September 2014 
Unemployment Stood at 23.1%. The headline house-
hold survey…is virtually worthless….

To be counted among the headline unemployed, an 
individual has to have looked for work actively within 
the four weeks prior to the unemployment survey. If the 
active search for work was in the last year, but not in the 
last four weeks, the individual is considered a “discour-
aged worker” by the BLS [Bureau of Labor Statistics]. 
ShadowStats defines that group as “short-term discour-
aged workers,” as opposed to those who become “long-
term discouraged workers” after one year….

…The growing ranks of excluded, long-term dis-
couraged workers — more in line with common experi-
ence — …notched…to 23.1%....

The September 2014 headline…unemployment 
rate at 5.9% remained far removed from…underlying 
reality…. [and] were no more than statistical illusions re-
sulting from hidden shifts in seasonal factors and from 
phantom-job creation.
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Duvalier DEAD: Good Riddance



ST. LOuIS, MO, October 13 — “If we don’t get it, 
shut it down; killer cops, shut it down; Ferguson, shut it 
Down!” chanted thousands of youth and workers who 
flocked to St. Louis for a Weekend of Resistance against 
racist police murders. A multiracial youth contingent 
from Progressive Labor Party (PLP) once again gained 
traction with these workers, making over 25 contacts 
and distributing more than 1,100 CHALLENGEs. WANT-
ED posters of murderer Darren Wilson, the cop who ex-
ecuted Michael Brown, went like hot cakes. 

In addition to leading chants, PL youth went door 
to door to talk with residents and held a study group 
with a group of students we met a few hours before 
about the need for a communist party and revolution-
ary violence. We marched and evaluated in a constantly 
changing situation. We learned how to think on our 
feet under pressure, dealing with cops and anti-com-
munists. 

PLP’s actions at the Ferguson October protest reaf-
firmed the young comrades’ confidence in workers’ po-
tential to lead an international communist revolution. 

Communists Come in All Shades
On Friday, October 10, the first march was to the 

district attorney’s office in Clayton. Killer cop Dar-
ren Wilson, Prosecutor Bob McCulloch, Mayor James 
Knowles, and Missouri Governor Jay Nixon were the 
targets of people’s anger. People gladly grabbed our 
WANTED posters and CHALLENGEs with 
photos of nationwide fightback against rac-
ist cops. Our banner — “Smash Racist Cops 
with Communist Revolution” — drew wide 
support. One woman was blown away by our 
multiracial group. She said, “Communists are 
white, and you’re mostly not white!”

Our collective was indeed a mix of black 
and white, migrants and native born, women 
and men, students and workers. PLP’s very 
presence sent the multiracial, international-
ist message of fightback for all to see. This 
was no coincidence. PLP organizes in every 
sector of the working class, because it will 
take every sector to abolish capitalism. 

PLP’s internationalism stems from the 
communist analysis that racism is the bloody 

cutting edge of capitalism. It imposes a racist division 
of workers to produce super-profits, compelling one 
sector to earn slave wages with the knife nine inches 
deep, while another sector is stabbed a few inches 
less. Black, Latin, Asian, and white workers — we all 
are dying, just at different paces. Capitalism needs 
racism to survive. Only multiracial fightback can seri-
ously threaten the bosses. 

Nighttime Rage
Lost Voices, a Ferguson rebel group that PLP met 

during our last visit in August, was happy to receive 
us. They are continuing to lead nightly demonstra-
tions. A number of our chants — including “Black cop, 
white cop all the same, racist murder is the name of 
the game!” and “Killer cop, KKK, How many kids did you 
kill today?” — were angrily taken up at these protests. 
There are five chapters of the Ku Klux Klan in Missouri, 
one of which raised $150,000 for racist kkkop Darren 
Wilson. Whether the KKK is in police uniform or in white 
robes, they are protected by the capitalist state.

After Ferguson, we visited Shaw, St Louis, where 
black youth Vonderrit Myers was murdered on October 
8 by the racist cops. Here they are also having nightly 
marches. We arrived at midnight, as over 150 youth 
formed a circle around Vonderrit’s memorial in a show 
of solidarity. We linked arms and marched down the 
dark streets, chanting, “Hey, hey! Ho, ho! These racist 
cops have got to go!”

 As we reached the intersection, police in riot gear 
lined up in front and behind us, penning us in. The cops 
began beating their batons against the ground to in-
timidate the crowd as their military armored vehicle 
appeared on the scene. Protestors stood in front of the 
vehicle and continued chanting, while others sat in its 
path. After letting them know we weren’t intimidated, 
we left on our own accord. The following night, cops 
arrested 17 protesters at a QuikTrip sit-in. 

The main goal of our visit to Ferguson was to share 
our analysis that racism can only be defeated through 
multi-racial unity and communism. All the anti-racists 
in Ferguson are searching for answers. They need an 
organization that can explain the world situation and 
has a plan for how to build a new society. That’s PLP. 
From Ohio and Iowa to Florida and Massachusetts, 
youth took up our chants, our analysis, and our litera-
ture. They are eager to learn more about our Party. We 
have much to do to mobilize these youth to fight for a 
communist world. We accept the challenge.J
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For black workers in Missouri, racist terror goes 
back to the 18th century. As early as 1720, slaves from 
Haiti were brought to Missouri to work in lead min-
ing. After workers in Haiti kicked out Napoleon’s colo-
nial bosses and abolished slavery, France was short on 
funds in its ongoing war with imperialist rival Britain. In 
1803, the French rulers were forced to sell Missouri and 
all of Louisiana to the United States. 

Missouri was the birthplace of the Supreme Court’s 
Dred Scott decision, which declared that no black peo-
ple — slaves or free — could ever become citizens of 
the United States. Though slavery in Missouri legally 
ended in 1865, workers continued to live in racist mis-
ery under Jim Crow segregated housing and schooling. 

Today, the St. Louis County Police Department has 
an annual $99 million budget, not including Pentagon 
grants for hand-me-down war equipment. Racist traf-
fic and motor vehicle fines produce the second largest 
source of revenue in St. Louis; 86 percent of the people 
fined are black. Some towns in this county get nearly 
half their revenue from petty fines and fees for offenses 
like “loud music,” wearing “saggy pants,” “disturbing the 
peace,” and “unkempt property.” The legal system is de-
signed to cheat, rob, and fail black workers. 

This is the racist history that led to 18-year-old Mike 
Brown being murdered by the cops on August 9. This 
is the racist history that led to 18-year-old Vonderrit 
Myers getting gunned down 17 times by a kkkop who 
remains unnamed and is roaming the streets. 

It’s no surprise that youth in Ferguson chanted, 
“The whole damn system is guilty as hell!”

Missouri Entrenched in Racism

Weekend of anti-racism

PLP Fights and Learns 
with Ferguson


