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MEXICO CITY, Sep-
tember 2 — For the last 
two weeks, 80,000 Oaxaca 
teachers from the CNTE 
(Coordinator of Education 
Workers) Local 22 have 
been on an indefinite 
strike against the educa-
tion reform proposed by 
the bosses’ government of 
Mexican President Enrique 
Peña Nieto. They have or-
ganized massive blockades 
of government buildings, 
the stock exchange, TV sta-
tions and the Mexico City 
airport.

Teachers from the 
states of Michoacan, 
Guerrero and the Fed-
eral District have joined 
these protests. Members 
of Progressive Labor Party 
have participated as well, 
distributing more than 
5,000 flyers advancing our 
communist politics. We’re 
planning a series of talks 
on dialectics with a group of 
teachers who are participat-
ing in the struggle.

At one distribution, a teacher told us, “I already have 
that flyer, I kept it to make copies and pass around.” Two 
other teachers asked us to spread the struggle, and we 
said we were doing just that. We explained that this fight 
is an inspiration to the working class worldwide. Both 
teachers raised their fists in agreement and comrade-
ship. 

Bosses’ Atrocities Spark Workers’ 
Rebellion

Class struggle is the motor of history. The capitalists’ 
greed is limitless. Their system’s inequities and atrocities 
have sparked workers’ rebellions around the world. 

In Mexico, the bosses have used Pena Nieto and oth-
er stooges in the congress to pass the secondary law of 
education that regulates “competency exams” for teach-
ers. The hiring and firing power then is taken away from 
the unions and schools. Their future plan is to eliminate 
the state-owned companies for oil, electricity and water, 
the only industries left to privatize. The bosses divide 
up their loot from our natural resources. “Labor reform,” 
meanwhile, creates a legal framework for the capitalists 
to super-exploit the working class.

By using standardized tests, without concern for 
the cultural social and economic differences of certain 
regions, indigenous and marginalized communities will 
be at a disadvantage and as a result will be evaluated 
in a racist manner. In Mexico, the capitalists have con-
centrated their educational investments in the country’s 
most industrialized northern regions, which generate 
profits. The southern regions are left behind. These re-
forms will be used to foster an increase in racist inequal-
ity.

In the capitalist jungle, only the “most capable” sur-
vive (meaning those who get “better” evaluations) — 
those who follow the system’s ideology. That’s fascism. 
The bosses need a working class that’s easy to control, 
is productive but with a minimum of technical training. 
The reforms, through evaluations, try to standardize our 
youth with a fascist and competitive ideology.

Teachers’ Struggle Fights Passivity
Police and military terror, a product of the so-called 

war on drugs, along with the alienating culture promot-
ed by the bosses’ mass media, have induced passivity 
among large sections of the working class and in many 
trade unions. The militancy of the CNTE’s class-conscious 
teachers is therefore vital to class struggle. 

 The debate over en-
ergy reform, now active 
among politicians in the 
electoral parties PRI, PAN 
and PRD, aims only to es-
tablish which group of 
bosses will control the en-
ergy wealth. PRI and PAN 
want to share oil profits 
with a sector of Mexico’s 
capitalist class and the U.S., 
European, and Chinese 
imperialists. The fake left 
PRD, led by Andres Manuel 
López Obrador and Cuauh-
témoc Cárdenas, pretends 
that the profits will go 
mainly to Mexican bosses. 
Neither proposal has any 
benefits for workers. Only 
under a communist socie-
ty, where the working class 
holds state power, will 
resources be distributed 
among those who produce 
all value through our labor. 

Under capitalism, oil 
belongs to the “nation.” 

That bourgeois concept has 
divided workers for hundreds 

of years, in every corner of the world. But the working 
class has no nation! 

Oil wealth inevitably winds up in the pockets of the 
big bosses even when considered “state property.” Over 
the last 12 years, with the government led by the right-
wing PAN, oil earnings were the highest in history, with 
total profits of more than $70 billion. During Felipe Cal-
deron’s recent six-year term, the number of millionaires 
in Mexico increased by 32 percent, while officially 53 
million workers live in poverty. 

In the criminal capitalist system, everything is a 
commodity; for the capitalists, everything is driven by 
profit. The bosses will never worry about workers’ well-
being. We must not fall into the trap of fighting for one 
group of bosses’ politicians in their squabble over en-
ergy wealth. 

Today we fight for our jobs, for public education, 
and for the freedom of political prisoners. But we are 
also fighting to destroy capitalism, the root of inequality, 
racism, sexism, imperialism and war. Our aim is a class-
less society, communism, led by a mass revolutionary 
Progressive Labor Party.J

Mexico: Teachers’ Strike 
Hits Capitalist Education

Posters read, “Total Rejection of Peña Nieto’s Education Reform.” 



OUR FIGHT 

 

LProgressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship of 
the capitalist class. We organize workers, 
soldiers and youth into a revolutionary move-
ment for communism. 

LOnly the dictatorship of the working 
class — communism — can provide a lasting 
solution to the disaster that is today’s world 
for billions of people. This cannot be done 
through electoral politics, but requires a 
revolutionary movement and a mass Red 
Army led by PLP.

LWorldwide capitalism, in its relentless 
drive for profit, inevitably leads to war, fas-
cism, poverty, disease, starvation and envi-
ronmental destruction. The capitalist class, 
through its state power — governments, 
armies, police, schools and culture — main-
tains a dictatorship over the world’s work-
ers. The capitalist dictatorship supports, 
and is supported by, the anti-working-class 
ideologies of racism, sexism, nationalism, 
individualism and religion.

LWhile the bosses and their mouthpieces 
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism 
is the real failure for billions worldwide. 
Capitalism returned to Russia and China 
because socialism retained many aspects of 
the profit system, like wages and privileges. 
Russia and China did not establish commu-
nism.

LCommunism means working collectively to 
build a worker-run society. We will abolish 
work for wages, money and profits. While 
capitalism needs unemployment,  
communism needs everyone to contribute 
and share in society’s benefits and burdens.

LCommunism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses rac-
ism to super-exploit black, Latino, Asian and 
indigenous workers, and to divide the entire 
working class.

LCommunism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women — sexism — and 
divisive gender roles created by the class 
society.

LCommunism means abolishing nations 
and nationalism. One international working 
class, one world, one Party.

LCommunism means that the minds of 
millions of workers must become free from 
religion’s false promises, unscientific think-
ing and poisonous ideology. Communism will 
triumph when the masses of workers can 
use the science of dialectical materialism to 
understand, analyze and change the world 
to meet their needs and aspirations.

LCommunism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions 
of workers — eventually everyone — must 
become communist organizers. Join Us!
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WHO WRITES FOR CHALLENGE?
The fact that CHALLENGE/PLP articles 

are not signed grows from PLP’s criticism of 
the cult of the individual in the former socialist 
Soviet Union and China. We do not want to en-
courage the possibility of building up a “follow-
ing” around any particular individual.

While an article may be written by one 
person, the final version is based on collective 
discussion and criticism. Many times this col-
lective discussion even precedes an individual’s 
writing of an article.

Barack Obama and the U.S. capitalists he serves care 
nothing about the working-class children murdered in Syria 
or anywhere else. The war in Syria is two years old and has 
already killed 100,000 people, with nothing but useless rhet-
oric from Obama along the way. Now he is ready to slaugh-
ter thousands more in a racist attack on yet another Middle 
Eastern country.

In its imperialist assault on Iraq, the U.S. ruling class had 
no qualms about dropping bombs with depleted uranium, 
which causes widespread birth defects and cancer in chil-
dren. It is now using drones to terrorize thousands in Paki-
stan, Afghanistan and Yemen. The U.S. military used Agent 
Orange and napalm to spread death and destruction among 
millions in Vietnam. Later, in the 1980s, the U.S. supplied sa-
rin, the lethal nerve agent that may have been used in Syria, 
to one-time ally Saddam Hussein. He used it to kill thousands 
of Kurds in Iraq and untold civilians in his war with Iran.

Profit, not morality, drives Obama to bomb Syria, which 
houses a Russian naval base. Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad, 
by allegedly gassing his own citizens, crossed Obama’s “red-
line.” But rather than safeguard civilians, Obama’s ultimatum 
is one of several tripwires meant to assure U.S. global domi-
nance in weapons of mass destruction (WMD). Obama’s real 
targets are potential nuclear powers Iran and North Korea, al-
lies of rising U.S. rivals China and Russia.

Assad, with arms supplied by Russia’s Putin, has scored 
a tactical coup in the civil war. Sapped by a decade of war 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, U.S. rulers had hoped to avoid fight-
ing in Syria as they prepare for broader, global combat [see 
CHALLENGE, 7/31/13]. But with their need to control world oil 
supplies, Syria is sucking them even deeper into the Middle 
East quagmire.

The hypocrisy of Obama & Co. knows no bounds. U.S. im-
perialists, both conservatives and liberals, have far surpassed 
Hitler’s death toll of innocents. Supposedly “outraged” at As-
sad’s alleged killing of 426 children, Secretary of State John 
Kerry seems to have forgotten the orders he gave as a naval 
officer in Vietnam in 1968, in an encounter with Vietnamese 
civilians: “Open fire; let’s take ‘em” (Boston Globe 6/16/03).

Obama’s war machine also ignores the “collateral dam-
age” its drones indiscriminately inflict from Pakistan to the 
Philippines. Kerry’s predecessor, Madeleine Albright, de-
clared it was “worth it” when President Bill Clinton’s sanctions 
wiped out half a million children in Iraq (“60 Minutes,” CBS, 
6/12/96). Nor is poison gas “morally obscene” to the White 
House when Middle East crude oil supplies are at stake:

In 1988, during the waning days of Iraq’s war with 
Iran, the United States learned through satellite imagery 
that Iran was about to gain a major strategic advantage 

by exploiting a hole in Iraqi defenses. U.S. intelligence 
officials conveyed the location of the Iranian troops to 
Iraq, fully aware that Hussein’s military would attack 
with chemical weapons, including sarin, a lethal nerve 
agent. The intelligence included imagery and maps 
about Iranian troop movements, as well as the locations 
of Iranian logistics facilities and details about Iranian air 
defenses. The Iraqis used mustard gas and sarin prior to 
four major offensives in early 1988 that relied on U.S. 
satellite imagery, maps, and other intelligence (Foreign 
Policy magazine, 8/25/13).

As U.S. bosses chastise or condone others’ use of WMD’s, 
they keep the lion’s share for themselves. The Pentagon main-
tains the most destructive nuclear, chemical and biological 
capabilities on earth. U.S.-sponsored arms “reduction,” “non-
proliferation” and “elimination” treaties invariably seek to 
maintain a U.S. advantage.

When Britain, “the staunchest U.S. ally,” opted out of the 
Syria strike plan, and Obama was forced to seek Congression-
al approval, the disarray of U.S. imperialism was exposed for 
all to see. While every member of Britain’s Parliament and the 
U.S. Congress advances capitalist interests, they also reflect 
the rulers’ divisions. Obama and British Prime Minister David 
Cameron represent Shell, BP, Exxon Mobil, Chevron and the 
big banks behind them. But the UK Labor Party, which torpe-
doed a resolution to shell Syria, is allied with Lakshmi Mittal, 
the billionaire owner of Arcelor Steel and the party’s biggest 
donor. Since Mittal does huge business with Iran, Labor urges 
“engagement” with Teheran rather than the bombardment of 
Syria, an Iranian satellite.

In any case, the effectiveness of Obama’s proposed air-
war foray seems doubtful. If Assad survives to maintain his 
rule, it will embolden Iran and North Korea and their backers 
in Moscow and Beijing. If the strike somehow weakens Assad, 
then what? Will anti-U.S. al Qaeda militants gain the upper 
hand among the Assad opposition? Or will the U.S., already 
stretched thin by its failed adventures in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, escalate the war by using ground troops to occupy Syr-
ian soil? 

Much more than Syria lies at stake here. Saudi Arabia, 
with its unsurpassed oil reserves, remains the lynchpin of 
the Middle East crusade U.S. rulers launched in World War II, 
when President Franklin Roosevelt vowed to defend the Sau-
dis against any attack. Al Qaeda founder Osama bin Laden 
represented a non-royal faction of Saudi capitalists who were 
excluded from the nation’s oil wealth — and hell-bent on 
seizing it. Meanwhile, ascending imperialist China — which 

Profits, Control over Oil 
Drives U.S. War on Syria

continued on page 4
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PHILADELPHIA, PA  August 16 —Today,  the 
School District of Philadelphia (SDP) effectively de-
stroyed its teacher union (the Philadelphia Federation of 
Teachers or PFT.) It declared that it is a “distressed school 
district” that “cannot efficiently educate its children” un-
less it is allowed to cancel its contractual obligations 
with its teachers and other employees.

In June, the SDP laid-off approximately 40% of its 
staff claiming that it was “financially broke.”  It is now 
seeking to re-hire some of them in the cheapest possi-
ble way by suspending seniority rules,  changing salary 
schedules,  and allowing principals to choose the “best” 
teachers for the students. The SDP will “re-hire” only 
those teachers whose salary is the lowest or those who 
are “willing” to accept an immense wage cut and not 
complain about it. None will get any of the “commonly 
accepted” benefits and protections. In other words: 
SMASH the union.

‘Changing Horses in Mid-Stream’
This is a perfect example of what PLP means when 

we describe capitalism as a dictatorship of the bosses 
(capitalists.) The rulers never tire of telling us that “we 
are a country of laws” and “the law must be obeyed.” But 
sometimes, the bosses don’t have laws to supposedly 
“justify” what they do, so they change them or create 
new ones to fit their needs. This is exactly what is hap-
pening here. It’s also exactly what happened when the 
government bailed out the banks and the auto industry 
using workers’ tax money. The bosses have declared war 
on the working class.

The Only Response: Fight Back!
The bosses are using both Philadelphia and Detroit 

as test cases to see how far they can push workers and 
see what kind of resistance the working class will or-
ganize. Teachers must join with other SDP employees, 
parents, and students, and not rely on politicians, union 
leaders, or “community organizers” to lead the struggle. 
Their main role is to pacify workers’ anger. A real fight-
back would include all Philadelphia workers. If the SEP-
TA (transit) workers, the sanitation workers, and the mu-

nicipal clerical workers went on strike in support of the 
teachers, the rulers would be sure to get the message.

What Does ‘Winning’ Mean
Winning in this situation does not necessarily mean 

that the SDP backs down, partially or completely.  Even 
if the SDP reverses itself, education under capitalism 
will always be racist, anti-working class, competitive, 
and mind-numbing. Winning means PLP fighting for a 
class-conscious working class. That would mean that 
workers would understand that the only way to solve 
their problems is by overthrowing capitalism and estab-
lishing a communist society without social classes, rac-
ism, bosses, the wage system, endless wars, and all of 
the other horrors that capitalism creates. Winning this 
battle means convincing large numbers of people that 
capitalism cannot be reformed; it must be smashed.J

Fascism in Schools: Philly Bosses 
 Bust Teachers Union

WASHINGTON, DC, September 3 — Public 
health workers, Progressive Labor Party members, 
Metro transit workers and community residents 
are leading a fight against racist unemployment 
enforced by new Jim Crow policies at the regional 
transportation agency.

In late 2011, Metro stopped hiring people 
who had criminal records even though they had 
served their sentences and passed all the job re-
quirements. They also re-ran background checks 
of workers who left the job due to work violations 
or extended sick leave. If they discovered a convic-
tion, they fired the worker.

Metro fired one worker after she served a small 
amount of time for fraud. Her crime: reporting a 
lower income in order to receive a childcare sub-
sidy! Another worker lost his job but found one 
driving at another bus company.

Metro provides the best-paying jobs in the 
area for a largely African American workforce. Over 
7,000 mostly black men and women will return to 
DC from prison this year. Most served time for non-
violent and drug crimes. The Washington Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights just reported that black 
workers accounted for 80 percent of these arrests 
even though drug use is similar across all sections 
of the city among rich and poor, blacks and whites. 
They need jobs in order to succeed.

These intentional racist arrest and hiring prac-
tices enforce the same Jim Crow policies main-

tained in the U.S. for centuries, keeping black unemploy-
ment rates twice or more than that of white workers, 
and incarcerating masses of black workers.

Meanwhile, the City wants to turn over 25 bus lines 
to a for-profit company that will further reduce wages, 
good-paying jobs, health benefits and pensions.

It’s time to fight back! The Health Disparities Com-
mittee of the Metro Washington Public Health Associa-
tion will rally on September 12 at Metro headquarters to 
demand an end to this ban on hiring and its privatiza-
tion plans. Members and friends collected close to 1,000 sig-
natures on our petition. People lined up to sign it and many 
organizations plan to attend the rally to speak and picket.

It will be Metro workers who can win this campaign. 
They have the awesome power to shut down the city 
with the support of the riders and the public. Students 
and professional workers need to unite with them to 
further their needs for higher-paying jobs and good 
transportation. Multi-racial and ethnic solidarity among 
residents, public health and Metro workers paves the 
way for greater working-class unity and strength. It will 
demonstrate to us that we can fight this system and 
eventually overthrow capitalism whose goals are further 
private ownership of bus, school, and health systems in 
order to make more profit for a very few.

Join the struggle and attend our PLP study/action 
group to learn how to build more anti-racism so we can 
take power and re-organize mass transportation and 
other services to benefit our class in a communist so-
ciety. J

Fight DC Metro Transit’s New Jim Crow

Signaling a 
resurgence of 

campus  
activism, over 
500 Howard 
University 
 students  

assembled 
on campus at 
6:30 a.m. and 

marched  
several miles 

to join the 50th 
anniversary of 
the March on 
Washington.
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NEWArk, NJ— Members of the Progressive Labor Party joined about 25 
other workers today to protest the U.S. ruling class’s planned attack on Syria.  
Called by the community organization, People’s Organization for Progress, the 
rally leaders criticized Obama and then discussed the history of U.S. imperial-
ism in the Middle East. But they stopped short of identifying capitalism and 
inter-imperialist rivalry as the main reasons for attacking Syria. CHALLENGE  
was welcomed by workers in the demonstration and on the streets.J

must have oil in quantities only the Middle East can furnish — would 
benefit from any anti-U.S. regime in the region. This explains Oba-
ma’s  refusal to aid Islamist anti-military forces in Egypt.

The only useful action against U.S. imperialism can come from 
the international working class, the class that fights and dies in 
the bosses’ wars. According to U.S. polls, a majority disapproves of 
Obama’s Syria scheme, despite nationalist appeals by Obama and 
the ruling-class media to “support America.” In fact, the interests of 
the U.S. capitalist class and the U.S. working class are diametrically 
opposed. Class struggle is a collision of the exploiters and the ex-
ploited.

At the moment, the widespread working-class disgust with U.S. 
rulers has yet to find organized political expression. This is the task 
of Progressive Labor Party. We must organize and influence demon-
strations against the Obama war machine. From our base in mass 
organizations, we must expose capitalism’s attacks on the working 
class — including its wars, its racist cop-killers, its mass racist un-
employment and poverty, from Bangladesh to Cairo, from Greece 
to Mexico to the U.S. Only the overthrow of capitalism, and the crea-
tion of a communist society run by and for the international working 
class, led by a mass revolutionary PLP, can free workers from the rav-
ages of a profit-driven ruling class. Build PLP. Join us!J

Obama’s Morality:  
War, War, War

continued from page 2

BrOOkLYN, NY, August 30 — Students, teachers,  and workers, Asian, 
black, Latino, and white, rallied against the racist murders of Shantel Davis in 
Brooklyn and the looming racist bombing Syria. The protesters pointed to rac-
ism as a necessary element of capitalism. The racism that allows fascism to 
be built at home, illustrated by racist police murders, is also the bedrock that 
facilitates imperialism abroad. 

PLP rallied in this Flatbush neighborhood because it experiences racist 
police terror each and every day. It is important to win black workers to strug-
gle against all forms of nationalism, enabling them to be won to communism. 
They are crucial to communist revolution.

The Flatbush community had a positive response to our presence. Many 
good conversations occurred about communism, why we should oppose 
Obama’s bombing of Syria, and the links between racism and imperialism. 
As of this writing, the U.S. has yet to bomb Syria. Obama parroted the same 
Weapons of Mass Desrruction lies as his predecessor Bush. In building an anti-
war movement, we must keep class war for communist revolution front and 
center.J 

NEW YOrk CITY, September 4 — As Presi-
dent Barack Obama prepares to strike workers in 
Syria, former CIA director and war general David 
Petraeus has found a new stomping ground as 
an honors professor at the City University of New 
York (CUNY).  Meanwhile, students and faculty 
from many senior and community colleges have 
launched a campaign against further militariza-
tion of CUNY. 

Amid perennial tuition increases and finan-
cial aid cuts, CUNY’s Board of Trustees appointed 
Petraeus to teach a one-year course to Macaulay 
Honors College, whose top-tier students are 60 
percent children of immigrants or immigrants 
themselves.

Commanding U.S. troops in the Persian Gulf 
and Caspian Sea regions, Petraeus’s role was to 
solifidy U.S. control over the world’s largest en-
ergy reserves. Alongside Colonel James Steele, 
who commanded death squads that killed tens 
of thousands in El Salvador and Vietnam, Petraeus 
oversaw torture chambers and death squads 
in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. It is likely that 
some of Petraeus’s honor students are from the 
very countries he brutalized.

During Petraeus’s tenure as head of the CIA, 
the agency expanded the use of drone attacks in 
Pakistan and Yemen, killing thousands. According 
to the New York Times, drones killed an estimated 
50 civilians for every “militant” slain. 

The hiring of this war criminal is an attack on 
the mainly black and Latino students at CUNY. 
Even as the U.S. war machine murders and tor-
tures workers in the Middle East, it spreads pa-
triotic propaganda to the same class. Petraeus’s 
CUNY course is titled, “Are We On the Threshold of 
the New North American Decade?”

Of particular interest to this imperialist war-
maker is U.S. energy policy. He will be advancing 
the interests of the Wall Street investment firm 
Kohlberg Kravis Robert, which hired him after a 
scandal over an extramarital affair ended his gov-
ernment career. His seminar includes readings 
that support fracking and the Keystone pipeline.  

It’s Not Just Petraeus, 
 It’s Imperialism

Petraeus symbolizes the creeping of war fe-
ver onto our campuses. In addition to hiring this 
war criminal, CUNY restored the Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (ROTC) on several campuses last 
semester, including the College of Staten Island, 
Medgar Evers, York, and CCNY. ROTC was kicked 
out of CUNY in 1971 after mass protests against 
the war in Vietnam. Now the U.S. ruling class is 
preparing for larger wars. It needs working-class 
students’ ideological support — and working-
class boots on the ground. 

We must recognize that war and imperialism 
have always been a part of capitalist universities’ 
curricula, be it through research, propaganda, or 
recruitment. But students and professors have 
also played a historical role in fighting U.S. imperi-
alism. We must revive the campus movement and 
help win the masses to communist revolution as 
the only solution against imperialism and war. 

Fascism on the Rise
As the ruling class prepares for war, it also 

needs to train working-class students for fascist 
control. Students are harassed by cops on the 
streets, and the surveillance continues once they 
enter college. Our campuses have become cent-
ers for spying and patrols by the New York Police 
Department. Cameras, turnstiles, campus cops, 
and the presence of the NYPD is now normal at 
CUNY. The cops spy on Muslim students and dis-
rupt any sign of protest. The FBI works with cam-
pus cops to investigate and intimidate students 
on campus. 

Join college students and professors as we 
kick off our campaign against imperialist forces 
at 2:30 p.m. Monday, September 16, in front of 
the Macaulay Honors Building on 35 W. 67 St., be-
tween Central Park West and Columbus Avenue. 
The U.S. can start its wars; the working class will 
finish them with communist revolution.J

Workers Confront Obama’s 
Imperialist Attack on Syria

Racist Petraeus and Thugs, Beware:

Anti-war Students, 
Profs on the Rise
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This is my first political action since moving to In-
dianapolis from Minnesota. I went to the  Indianapolis 
celebration of the historic March on Washington. This 
“celebration” was a farce since it was tightly controlled 
by open supporters and flunkies of the local bosses (Al 
Sharpton’s National Action Indiana chapter officiated) 
along with Mayor Greg Ballard who just came back from 
meeting President Obama. Ballard gave us capitalism’s 
idea of “antiracism,” saying,  “when I went to see President 
Obama there were mayors of other races there too and it 
showed how far America had come.” 

This is the same Mayor whose cops were hassling 

black homeless workers in the park. Also, Ballard walked 
into the event with an entourage of city and county cops 
to let everyone know the Indianapolis bosses were in 
control of this gathering.

I met an organization that I can get involved in to 
raise the Party’s communist ideas. They are needed now 
more than ever as the international working class is un-
der increasing racist attack. From Indiana to Syria com-
munist revolution lead by PLP! 

Indiana Red

On August 24, I rode with hospital workers at-
tending the 50th anniversary of the historic 1963 
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. The bus 
ride seemed to be shortened for us by watching Salt 
of the Earth. I have seen this film many times, but this 
group of mainly black women hospital workers, who 
are fighting their hospital shutdowns, was simply the 
best audience I have watched it with. 

As the film plot developed, Ramon and other 
men’s sexism were greeted with jeers in the bus. As 
the men stopped work, ignored their bosses’ de-
mand that they return to work and set up their picket 
line, cheers of approval rocked the bus. Hoots of an-
ger greeted the injunction to limit the strikers’ picket 
line. As Esperanza and the women took over picket 
duty and showed their ability to lead the struggle, 
approval was heard over and over. In fact the movie 
hadn’t ended as we reached RFK stadium and groans 
were heard as the bus captain started making an-
nouncements. On the ride back to NYC, a tired group 
watched the end of the movie and took a well-de-
served rest after a grueling day. 

One reason we showed this film was to help 
overcome the divisions in the three hospital strug-
gles in Brooklyn, NY. Workers are looking at their 
“own” hospital as most important. Each union acts as 
if the struggle affects only their members and makes 
deals allowing for layoffs, service cuts and closings. 
They urge workers to rely on politicians to “save” us 
rather than using the power of our class to fight back.

Although seemingly dated in its black-and-white 
format and old cars, Salt of the Earth is powerful as 
it shows workers fighting sexism, the need to fight 
racism and nationalism, the role of the police and 
courts, the limitation of simple bread-and-butter 
trade unionism, and much, much more. Directed by 
one of the blacklisted pro-communist Hollywood 
Ten and banned for years in the U.S., this film offers 
many opportunities for us to discuss with our friends 
the wide-ranging reasons why capitalism needs to 
be overthrown with communist revolution. 

Red Glasses

‘Salt of the Earth’ 
Unites Workers 
Fighting Cuts

Obama-Sharpton 
‘Anti-Racism’ A Farce

WASHINGTON, DC, August 24 — Today’s March 
on Washington, 50 years after the historic march that 
helped lead to the Civil Rights Act, was a timely remind-
er that reformist politics cannot fundamentally change 
the racist inequalities of capitalism.

Back in 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr. and other main-
stream civil rights leaders argued that working within 
the system — by allying with liberal President John F. 
Kennedy — would win the fight against racism in the 
United States through federal action. Others, like Mal-
colm X and Jim Forman of SNCC, engaged in a more 

militant struggle against racism. The Progressive Labor 
Party went a step further by calling for revolutionary ac-
tion to smash capitalism, the source of systemic racism 
in the United States. 

The same political debate raged at the anniversary 
event. PLP called on marchers to join the fight for revo-
lution, while the leaders of the march stressed the im-
portance of working through the courts and elections 
to bring about change. 

In reality, the advances made against racism dec-
ades ago grew out of grassroots militancy and rebellions 

in black communities throughout the U.S. in the 1960s 
and 1970s. Since then, those gains have eroded as a re-
formist, electoral strategy came to dominate the strug-
gle. PLP asked the marchers: Why embrace the losing 
strategy that has cost us so much? Instead, let’s build a 
revolutionary party to smash the racist capitalist system 
and replace it with communism, a system of workers’ 
power based on equality and collectivity.

Spread Anti-Racist  
Grassroots Struggle

PLP members joined the People’s Coalition of Prince 
George’s County, Maryland, and the Shantel Davis Com-
mittee at a major subway stop to spread this message 
and to assist with the goal of strengthening anti-racist 
grassroots struggles. These include battles against the 
police murders of two young black people, Archie Elliott 
3rd in Prince George’s County and Shantel Davis in New 
York City.  PL’ers also joined with Metro transit workers 
and residents of Stoddert Terrace, a local public hous-
ing site, to fight against the new Jim Crow in the Wash-
ington, D.C. transit system. New management policies 
ban for life anyone with a criminal record. This excludes 
thousands of black youth from even being considered 
for a job in public transit (see page 3).

Many marchers cheered on the rally and scores 
signed our petitions. At noon, participants marched 
to join the main rally on the national mall, where they 
brought our message of anti-racism and revolution to 
thousands more.J

DC: Rulers’ Reforms Retain Racism

time, and so they did, this August 16. Parents and neigh-
bors responded with anger, and there were three arrests 
that night.  The PLP mom organized supporters to form 
a chain around the paddy wagon holding the arrested, 
chanting, “Let them go!” But we had to step aside or be 
run down.  The following day, a few supporters were able 
to get inside the grounds to form a human chain to keep 
the bulldozers at bay.  Some were moms but they were 

pulled out and fi-
nally seven more 
supporters were 
arrested.   La Ca-
sita was demol-
ished. CPS and 
Chicago’s politi-
cians won out 
that weekend.

There are 
lots of divisions 
among work-
ers here.   Some 
neighbors, Whit-
tier School par-
ents included, 

wanted to be rid of La Casita because it was an “eyesore.”  
But the fact is that all the poor working-class areas in Chi-
cago are “eyesores” to the city politicians and the banks 
they serve. 

There are many lessons to be learned from that Sat-
urday morning, particularly the question of state power 
under capitalism.  Who do the cops defend?   And what is 
the role of the courts? (This will be exposed more clearly 
September 9, when 10 of the arrested go to court.) 

For Progressive Labor Party, the crucial element is 
that ten parents get CHALLENGE. While some commu-
nist politics surfaced at the weekly La Casita meetings, 
and some parents have come to May Day and other PLP 
events, they have yet to join a PL study group. What has 
been lacking is a collective plan to win these parents and 
many more to joining the Party and becoming commu-
nists. 

Breaking traditional sexist roles is one key obstacle.  
The parents’ trust in liberal politicians’ promises is anoth-
er one. The mothers and fathers are struggling to make 
ends meet. Many lack documents and fear reprisals from 
La Migra, the immigration polices.  Now, more than ever, 
our Party must win these friends to join PLP and fight 
for communism, an undertaking worth every breath we 
take.J  

continued from page 8

Mother’s Battle for School Library:  
An Education in Class struggle



Internal Class War Missing from Syria 
Editorial

The editorial on Syria in CHALLENGE (9/4) was very 
good describing the external forces involved in the Syr-
ian conflict, but fairly weak when it came to describing 
the internal forces. The article states:

“The U.S. dispute with Russia has killed more than 
100,000 workers in Syria over the last two years.”

I’m sure this wasn’t the intention, but this implies 
that the U.S. and Russia caused the civil war, and entirely 
ignores — as does the whole editorial — the internal 
class tensions and the oppressive nature of the ruling 
regime. The opposition to Assad didn’t begin because 
the U.S. ordered it. In fact, the U.S. and the Israelis were 
quite comfortable with Assad in power.

I think it’s a big mistake to even imply that a civil war 
of this magnitude is the result of external contradictions 
rather than internal ones. Syria is an oppressive and ex-
ploitative capitalist state, a mixture of state and private-
owned businesses. Beginning in the early 1990s, Syria 
began an economic liberalization that greatly increased 
the size of the private sector, with notorious nepotism 
and corruption. Mami Makhlouf is the first cousin and 
close friend of Bashar al-Assad, and owns Syriatel, the 
country’s largest mobile phone company. Makhlouf has 
investments in banking, real estate, insurance, construc-
tion, tourism and a five-star Damascus hotel.

The workers, small farmers and tradesmen in Syria 
have every reason to rebel against the Assad regime. A 
few years ago, the UN reported that 11.4% — 2.2 million 
people — lived in extreme poverty, having less than $2 
per person per day. In 2007, a third of the population 
was living in poverty. And it’s gotten worse in the last 
few years, as the government has reduced subsidies on 
fuel and food while housing prices have risen. Unem-
ployment is extremely high.

We need to analyze carefully the nature of the re-
bel leadership, which appears fractured. The U.S. “left-
ists” who unreservedly support the “revolution” don’t 
do that. Nor do the ones having “Hands Off Syria” rallies 
with pictures of Assad in abundance as they dismiss all 
the rebels as Islamist fanatics.

It’s pretty clear that Obama is nervous about the 
possibility of a rebel victory, which is why the CIA has 
kept large weapons out of rebel hands. No modern pres-
ident has gone to Congress to get approval for a missile 
attack! It’s pretty clear that the U.S. ruling class is divided 
over how to handle Syria. Rulers’ support for a land inva-
sion is virtually nil, and there’s lots of opposition to any 
type of armed assault. They prefer an outcome in which 
Assad steps down and some of the favored rebel lead-
ers (the pro-U.S. ones) become integrated into the ruling 
regime.

CHALLENGE should state clearly that we support 
the right of the masses in Syria to overthrow their op-
pressors. However, a revolt that doesn’t put the work-
ing class in power and dismantles capitalism will only 
replace one set of oppressors with another.

CHALLENGE Reader

No Vacation from Class Struggle
This summer, I vacationed at the South Haven, MI, 

home of my brother and his wife. He insisted we attend 
a film and forum on “The Atomic States of America.” 
South Haven is within the 10-mile radius of the Palisades 
Nuclear Plant, one of the oldest and least-maintained of 
the 104 plants in the country. Release of tritium from 
Palisades has leaked into groundwater for weeks, with 
uncontrollable accidents.  

Tritium damages human DNA, but published stud-
ies say that’s “all” the effects are. Tritium has a half life of 
12 years and is released into Lake Michigan on a DAILY 
basis.* One billion dollars a year is spent by the Nuclear 
Reactor Commission (NRC)  to oversee this hazardous 
way of generating electricity. Overall, $350 billion is 
spent by the government every year on nuclear energy, 
whereas a paltry $300 million is spent on renewables, 
such as wind-generated energy.

More information came out last month from the 
Fukushima nuclear disaster rated 7, the highest in se-
verity, along with Chernobyl. It’s common knowledge 
now that 300 tons of polluted water have been escap-
ing from the plant since March of 2011, a fact the Tokyo 
Electric Power Co. had kept under wraps for 2.5 years. 
The cleanup promises to be much more dangerous 
since the spent fuel rods removed from Unit 4, which 
was not operating, rest in a pool containing plutonium 
and cesium. If released, they would be the equivalent of 
about 14,000 atomic bombs.  

As recently as last year Palisades has experienced 
leaks which exceeded the code case limit, in bathroom 
and auxiliary building catacombs (where workers crawl 
to repair and inspect). Entergy-owned plants make up 
the bulk of the dozen on the “most-at-risk” list that in-
cludes Palisades, FitzPatrick, Vermont Yankee, Indian 
Point and Pilgrim plants. Entergy is famous for buying 
up plants and letting them decay.

The end of the film discussion centered on the most 
vulnerable reactor pressure vessel in the U.S.: Palisades.  
All spoke of their concern that activation of the emer-
gency core cooling system — the last line of defense 
against a reactor core meltdown — could cause, ironi-
cally, a catastrophe.  They claim that suddenly injected 
cold water could lead to a Loss of Coolant Accident core 
meltdown and spew radioactivity onto the environment. 

If anyone thinks the government will protect our 
health, check out the plant at Braidwood, IL. It got 
permission from the NRC to continue operating one 
summer when its cooling water hit 102 degrees, even 
though the plant is supposed to shut within six hours if 
the water temperature exceeds 100.  

Regulations and standards mean nothing when 
profits are involved. I asked what the profits were at the 
average nuclear power plant and learned that it’s $1 
million a day! It’s no wonder that under a profit system, 
court rulings and government regulations protect cor-
porations, and secrets are kept from the public.  

Petitions, statistics on cancer clusters and projected 
deaths bring no pressure to reform capitalism. Only a 
united working class is powerful enough to revolt for a 
communist system where profits do not rule over peo-
ple. For more information I encourage readers to visit 
the radioactive waste watchdog site: Beyond Nuclear.

A Red Vacationer Welcoming a Dose of Reality

Haiti: Capitalism Foments Prejudice 
Against Homosexual Workers

We have thousands of young people here suffer-
ing a criminal level of unemployment and thousands of 
people dying of hunger, while the working and peasant 
classes are sunk in extreme poverty — and the high-
living bosses under the protection of the so-called 
government exploit both the workers and our natural 
resources for their private benefit.  Then, on July 19 in 
Port-au-Prince, we see thousands of middle-class and 
working-class people taking to the streets to demon-
strate against the legalization of gay marriage. 

The question of sexuality must be addressed.  It is 
not, however, the fundamental or primary problem in 
society.  The problem of our society is capitalism, the 
source of poverty, racism, crime, immorality, and steal-
ing.  It’s not gay marriage we should be struggling 
against, but capitalism. 

The struggle the working class must wage is the 
class struggle — one that will liberate the world from 
inequality, poverty, hunger, sexism and all the other 
problems stemming from exploitation and related to 
individualism.  The struggle of the working class is the 
struggle for communism.

Some workers think that homosexuality is immoral, 
a product of capitalism, and should be eliminated by 
abolishing the capitalism which is its cause.  That view is 
simply an age-old prejudice.

This march in Haiti by religious reactionaries against 
gay marriage was followed by several gay-bashing as-
saults in the capital. Violent witch-hunts against those 
of us in the working class who are gay are typical of fas-

cism, starting with the Nazis. The recent anti-gay legisla-
tion by the fascist Putin regime in Russia was followed 
by the kidnapping and murder of a gay teenager by 
neo-nazis.  Lethal gay-bashing and murder are also com-
mon practice among U.S. right-wingers.  It is disgusting 
that there are still 76 countries where homosexuality is 
a crime.

From a scientific point of view, homosexuality is 
simply one common variant of human sexuality, neither 
good nor bad in itself, simply a minority, but normal, hu-
man behavior. Around 10 percent of the population is 
gay — as many in the working class as in other classes, 
as many in places where we are claimed not to exist at all 
(as used to be said, falsely, in some African countries) as 
in the West, where a few liberal changes in official anti-
gay policies have been made through struggle.  Exam-
ples are the 1980s ACT UP campaign for AIDS treatment 
in the U.S., and the similar Treatment Action Campaign 
in South Africa begun in 1998, both with many lessons 
for campaigns for workers’ health, and both obliged to 
overcome legal anti-gay discrimination. 

But gay people have been stigmatized in the inter-
ests of the social control of various ruling classes long 
before, up to, and including, the rule of capitalism. Dis-
crimination against homosexuals is part of sexist ideol-
ogy in general.  It remains to this day yet another divide-
and-conquer technique of the ruling class. Bourgeois 
morality, though loosening on this question, still mainly 
follows the ancient prejudices against homosexuality. 
Prejudice against homosexuals is completely anti-scien-
tific and reactionary and communist morality will abol-
ish it along with all other forms of sexism.  

But the Marxist tradition itself has suffered from this 
prejudice, and all workers should get involved in fight-
ing it.  A new communist society will have the opportu-
nity of sweeping away all such ancient myths.  Clearly 
that will require intense reflection and education in cul-
tures and milieux where anti-gay ideologies and prac-
tices — like other forms of sexism — have been deeply 
entrenched and normalized, and that is a task for com-
munists to take up in our long march to revolution and 
freedom for the entire working class. 

Haiti Comrade 

Problems with Quoting Malcolm X
   The article quoting Malcolm X in CHALLENGE 

(9/4/13) seems to make a few leaps in logic.

Readers are asked to substitute “capitalist” for the use 
of “white” to truly understand what Malcolm really would 
have said on the basis of how he felt after he returned 
from his pilgrimage to Mecca in June 1964. However, at 
the time he made his remarks criticizing King and other 
moderate and Christian civil rights movement leaders, he 
was a minister of a different religion (Nation of Islam) from 
King’s, a religion led by a corrupt charlatan. Malcolm was a 
spokesman for that religion for quite some time.

   When we study the history of the period, we have 
to carefully analyze why our Party viewed Malcolm more 
favorably than it did King, et al., in the mid-1960s. We 
admired Malcolm because his voice was one of genuine 
anger against U.S. apartheid, and he advocated violence 
rather than peaceful resistance. Stokely Carmichael and 
the Black Panthers were influenced by Malcolm. They 
also called for violent struggle. Many of us in favor of rev-
olution admired that part of what Malcolm and Stokely 
were saying. In the wake of the Harlem Rebellion, we 
agreed with the idea that revolutionary violence was 
necessary, and we supported militant black nationalism. 

   By 1969, however, our Party put forward rejection 
of all forms of nationalism.  Part of that rejection was 
based on our learning that nationalism means allying 
with the capitalists of one’s own nation or ethnic group. 
This analysis has helped us understand revisionism in all 
its forms — whether in Vietnam, China, or North Korea.

    We have even stated that the Soviet Union’s use 
of nationalism to rally the Russian people against the 
Germans was a mistake. It is unfortunate that identify-
ing with “one’s own people”— nationalism — seems to 
be easier for people to comprehend than international-
ism, particularly when they’re faced with racist attacks. 
It is worth noting that the Soviet Union also endorsed 
establishing the state of Israel. 

   Your article concludes by saying, “It’s a good start 
to march for jobs and human rights, but we cannot 
stop there.” No one knows where Malcolm would have 
stopped because he was murdered in 1965 before his 
thinking could evolve further. What we do know is that, 
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LETTERS We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in 
letters and articles about their experiences fighting 

the bosses worldwide.
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N RED EYE ON THE NEWS . . . 

Factory killed 1,100: no aid $ yet
NYT, 8/17 — Four months after a building col-

lapse killed more than 1,100 factory workers in 
Bangladesh, their families are still waiting for ad-
equate — and in many cases, any compensation….

….Many victims were young women and men 
who had a whole lifetime ahead of them. The money 
was supposed to come from the government and 
from private donations by, among others, the fac-
tory owners. But….many of the remaining families 
have not received any aid at all….

….The two dozen or so Western clothing com-
panies and retailers whose clothes were being made 
in Rana Plaza should…contribute.

So far, with the exception of [one] British retailer, 
they have not….

Courts don’t curb police racism
NYT, 8/15 — The historic ruling by Judge Shira 

A. Scheindlin that the stop-and-frisk practices of the 
New York Police Department violate the Constitu-
tion is being applauded as a major victory against 
unreasonable policing….

But it….does nothing to disrupt the authority the 
Supreme Court has given police officers to target Afri-
can-Americans and Latinos with little or no basis….The 
Supreme Court’s interpretation…gives the police fright-
eningly wide discretion to follow, stop, question, frisk 
and employ excessive force against African-Americans 
and Latinos who have shown virtually no indication of 
wrongdoing….

For example, the Supreme Court has made clear that 
simply being in a ‘‘high crime’’ (which often means a pre-
dominantly black or Latino) area can be a factor in de-
termining whether a person is armed or dangerous….

[Also] even if [a suspect] didn’t resist, but was beaten 
or shot and killed by [an] officer,…the likelihood of win-
ning an excessive-force claim would be difficult. Courts 
and jurors defer to police judgement, even if those 

judgements are inflected by racial stereotypes that in-
evitably render an unarmed black man more dangerous 
than an armed policeman….

Judge Scheindlin’s ruling…leaves in place a higher 
body of law, Supreme Court doctrine, that continues to 
expose African-Americans and Latinos to surveillance, 
harassment, violence — and death.

Bosses make it tough for 
the undocumented

NYT, 8/11 — Like most construction workers who 
come to see Patricia Zavala, the two dozen men who 
crowded into her office in Austin, Texas, one afternoon 
in March had a complaint.

The workers, most Honduran immigrants, had jobs 
applying stucco to the exterior of a 17-story student res-
idence. It was difficult, dangerous work, but that was to 
be expected. What upset them was that for the previous 
two weeks their crew leader had not paid them ; each 

worker was owed about $1,000.

Ms. Zavala, the workplace coordinator at the Work-
ers Defense Project, listened to their stories and spent 
a month failing to persuade the contractor to pay the 
back wages. So Ms. Zavala…the daughter of a Peruvi-
an immigrant, turned to….a threatened protest march 
[which] quickly got the attention of…the general con-
tractor, Harvey-Cleary Builders. Within hours, Harvey-
Cleary arranged a meeting between the stucco contrac-
tor and the unpaid workers, and presto…[they] agreed 
to pay the $24,767 owed to the workers.

Immigrant workers, especially those who are un-
documented, are especially vulnerable to abuse by con-
tractors. Each year the…Project, which has 2,000 dues-
paying members, receives about 500 complaints from 
workers who say they were cheated out of overtime [and] 
stuck with huge hospital bills for an on-the-job injury.

MORE ITEMS AVAILABLE AT WWW.PLP.ORG

Below are excerpts from mainstream newspapers 
that may be of use for our readers. Abbreviations: 
NYT=New York Times, GW=Guardian Weekly,  
LAT=Los Angeles Times

LETTERS Continued
by 1970, the ruling class began aggressively promoting 
and funding nationalism in the form of ethnic studies 
programs in U.S. universities. This was done to buy off 
black and Latino youth and intellectuals and to divert 
them from Marxism-Leninism. That sounds quite a bit 
like the Kennedys buying off moderate civil rights lead-
ers with federal programs, which Malcolm condemned.

   I think we have to be careful about quoting Mal-
colm X and presenting him as a source of wisdom. It may 
carry the seeds of opportunism in the form of trying to 
gain favorable attention from angry African-Americans 
with nationalist feelings. Using “Malcolm X Speaks” as a 
way of introducing his remarks suggests that we view 
him as a thinker from whom we can learn a great deal.  
We can admire Malcolm for his courage and sincerity, 
but we have to be wary of presenting him as a powerful 
thinker. 

 Red X

What ‘Freedom’ Marches?
Some of the marchers at the 2013 50yr anniversary 

of the 1963 Washington “freedom” march tried to carry 
signs about the new Jim Crow and ending mass incar-
ceration of predominantly black and Latino workers 
and youth but they were confiscated by march officers. 
And days later Obama spoke critically of those who still 
protest racist exploitation as denying the great progress 
that’s been made in civil rights.

But oppression is worse today because you don’t 
need KKK white sheets and police water hoses when 
capitalist-controlled politicians and a captive media are 
silent while the bosses are allowed to create more racist 
poverty, unemployment  and disfranchisement than all 
the tactics of segregated facilities and police dogs com-
bined.

The main purpose of both Washington marches was 
to take the struggle against racist oppression out of the 
streets and put it into the courts, as SNCC leader John 
Lewis was prevented from saying at the 1963 march. 

That march not only banned militant speakers but con-
trolled the sound system which could immediately be 
switched off to play gospel music if anything militant 
was being said.

The only positive feature of the recent 2013 march 
was the presence of workers with CHALLENGE and its 
message that only communist revolution can end racism.

1963 Marcher

Woody Guthrie Novel Hits  
Home in  Mexico

The CHALLENGE article about Woody Guthrie’s nov-
el (7/17/2013) made me question a few things. I work in 
a small community that’s part of a state in central Mex-
ico. This is a rural area where the majority of folks come 
from a farm-working background.  They grow corn and 
kidney and lima beans as basic staples for survival.    

As in other parts of the world, however, these small 
parcels of land cannot cover the cost of clothing, decent 
housing, health and education. Capitalism has forced 
many workers to leave our town and look for construc-
tion work in Mexican cities or in the imperialist U.S. 
Wives and children are often left behind. In other cases, 
children stay with their grandparents while their moth-
ers work in other homes for a salary. 

Under capitalism, social relations are defined by pri-
vate property and the wage system. The owners of the 
means of production (factories, mines, arable land) are 
the capitalist bosses. These bosses, by definition, are in-
capable of producing any wealth. That’s why they need 
us, the working class. Our only possession is our labor 
power, which we sell to the capitalists.  The capitalists 
sell the products of labor and expropriate the wealth 
produced by the workers from which they gain surplus 
value — the difference between the wages paid to the 
workers and the actual value of their labor.

Capitalism promotes the idea that we must work 
hard to get ahead. That’s what most people in this town 
do, like our class brothers and sisters throughout the 
world. In our community, in addition to people’s sub-
sistence farming of corns and beans, they also grow 

potatoes and carrots for sale at the market. These crops 
are treated with agro-chemicals produced by large cor-
porations, such as Syngenta, Bayer, and DuPont. These 
chemicals damage the health of the workers and pollute 
the soil, water and air. But this is no concern for the own-
ers of these corporations. 

Because the process is expensive, from planting to 
harvesting, many small producers need bank loans to 
invest in their production. Often these folks lose every-
thing. Yet they continue making efforts to survive under 
capitalism, when the reality is that under capitalism we 
cannot survive!

Capitalism is a system that must generate profits. 
It can never respond to the needs of the working class. 
Capitalism serves the interest of the ruling class, a hand-
ful of bosses and their servant state apparatus.

In this region, although communist ideas are unde-
veloped, we have people with the potential to spread 
these ideas among large numbers of people. We have 
the potential to mount a struggle to provide for the 
needs of our class instead of producing profits for the 
bosses.

Though we need to be bolder, we have kept up 
the struggle against capitalist ideas and the harm they 
cause. Often we talk with people here about the dam-
age caused by chemicals and the need to make changes 
in how we produce foodstuffs to make them healthier, 
using organic farming techniques developed by work-
ers.

Organic agriculture, however, can flourish only 
when the profit system is abolished through communist 
revolution, and is replaced by a society run by and for 
the working class.

The more we fight for communist ideas, the deeper 
the hole we’ll be digging to bury the capitalist system of 
wages and put an end to all types of exploitation. We are 
one class, the international working class. We need one 
party, the Progressive Labor Party, to lead the workers of 
the world to fight for communism.

Mexico Red

continued from page 6



BrOOkLYN, NY, August 31 — Another black wom-
an has been murdered by racist New York City cops in 
the ruling class’s continuing terror campaign against 
black and Latino working-class people.

On July 22, reports circulated in the bosses’ media 
about Kyam Livingston, a 37-year-old African American 
woman who died while in police custody. According 
to the NYPD, Kyam had violated an order of protec-
tion by “attacking her grandmother in a drunken rage.” 
They claimed they were “rescuing” the grandmother by 
whisking the alcoholic and physically violent Kyam in 
handcuffs off to the 70th Precinct and then to Brooklyn 
Central Bookings Jail. While awaiting arraignment, they 
say, Kyam suffered from “sudden seizures” and was im-
mediately rushed to the hospital, where she was pro-
nounced dead.

But anyone who has dealt with the NYPD knows 
there’s another side to this story. According to the fam-
ily of the deceased security guard, Kyam was arrested 
on July 20, being accused of violating a limited order of 
protection issued by the Kings County Family Court on 
behalf of her grandmother. The order stated that Kyam 
could not be intoxicated or argue with her grandmother 
in the home they shared.

Although there was no physical violence and Kyam 
had just left the shower when police arrived, the cops 
claimed she “smelled of alcohol” and took her into cus-
tody. Shortly afterwards, Kyam was taken to the hospital 
but instead of being held for a 24-hour detox, she was 
released after only a few hours. Police then took her to 
the 70th Precinct for processing, and then held her at 
Brooklyn Central Bookings Jail.

According to witnesses who’ve come forward to the 
news media and to the family’s lawyer, Kyam began to 
complain of suffering severe stomach pain and diarrhea 
shortly after her arrival in the jail. Over a period of 20 
hours she repeatedly begged for medical attention.

Others in the cell with Kyam saw that she was very 
ill and cleared a bench for her so she could lie down, 
tied her hair back and tended to her, while continuing 
to plead with the guards for medical help. The guards 
threatened to “lose the paperwork” of those who were 
complaining, stating that Kyam was an “alcoholic” and 

therefore her condition was not serious enough for 
a call to the medical team, which was right down-
stairs.

Finally, Kyam went into convulsions. Her cell-
mates began banging on the bars to demand that 
the cell attendant bring a doctor. The cop in charge 
came to the cell, observed Kyam convulsing on the 
bench, and said that everyone should “just let it 
play out,” saying her grandson also suffered from 
seizures.

By the morning of July 21, Kyam was dead. She 
was blue and had been dead for at least 20 minutes 
before EMS arrived. Rather than being rushed to 
the hospital as the police claimed happened, wit-
nesses with her at the time say she was taken from 
Brooklyn Central Booking Jail in a body bag. Her 
case had been ready for calling several hours be-
fore her death, but the paperwork (as threatened) 
was “temporarily misplaced.”

The police and the mainstream media did their 
work of covering up their murder by smearing the char-
acter of Kyam and her family. As if having a dispute with 
a family member somehow means that Kyam deserved 
to die, covered with vomit and feces, in a filthy holding 
cell prior to even being arraigned by a judge.

This is the reality of being a working-class person in 
New York. The police can stop and frisk you at any time, 
for any reason, just because you “look suspicious” or pull 
on your waistband or are engaging in what they define 
as “furtive movements.” They can plant something on 
you or arrest you for the smallest infraction and then 
lock you up in a filthy, unsanitary, unbearably hot, over-
crowded cell full of rodents and waterbugs, serving you 
spoiled food and drink, for at least 24 hours. And this is 
before a judge has even heard your story and made a 
decision as to whether you’ve even committed a crime.

Nobody’s immune. Something as simple as forget-
ting to pay a parking ticket could land you in Central 
Booking Jail and suffer such treatment.

But that’s not the end of this story. Kyam Living-
ston’s family is organizing for systemic change. At 6:00 
p.m. on August 21 they were joined by their friends and 
neighbors at a Vigil and Rally in front of Brooklyn Central 

Booking, where they remembered Kyam, mourned her 
loss and demanded justice. The family is asking that the 
cops responsible for Kyam’s death be held fully account-
able and that conditions at the prison be improved im-
mediately. They’re demanding that the NYPD hand over 
the video surveillance tapes from the night of Kyam’s 
death (which the City claim’s doesn’t exist), and that 
they divulge the names of the cops on duty responsible 
for Kyam’s murder.

Kyam’s mother has vowed that there will be an ac-
tion every month until justice is served. The next one will 
be on Saturday, September 21, at 1 p.m. on the corner of 
Church Avenue and East 18th Street, where Kyam Liv-
ingston grew up. All those outraged by her murder and 
are tired of the cruel treatment meted out on the com-
munity by fascist cops should join these actions to raise 
our voices and demand the indictment of the NYPD.

But we must also understand that a society based 
on profits and racism can never realize full justice for 
workers. Capitalism reaps huge profits from the super-
exploitation of black and Latino workers, which drags 
down, and divides, the whole working class. This hellish 
system must be destroyed.J

CHICAGO — This September marks the third anni-
versary of the 49-day sit-in to hold onto La Casita. For 
years there had been an on-going struggle between 
Whittier Elementary School parents and the Chicago 
Public Schools Board of Education (CPS) to have a li-
brary. 

The struggle came to a head when, by accident, 
some members of Whittier’s Local School Council (LSC) 
found a work order to demolish La Casita. A sit-in began 
on September 15.  On its second day, police cordoned 
off the entire block, trapping mothers and supporters 
inside and keeping the rest of us out. The police threat-
ened to arrest and even deport the moms if they didn’t 
vacate La Casita.  There was no food or water inside.

The sit-in would have ended there had it not been 
for a Progressive Labor Party member, a mother as well, 
who shouted that the moms inside LA CASITA were 
fighting for all of us, and that they needed support.  
She called for everyone to follow her and they did!   The 
multitude of parents and kids marched under the yel-
low police tape.  They jumped over the front fence and 
headed straight to La Casita.  We all held our ground and 
the police were forced to end their threats of jail and de-
portation. Working-class solidarity made its presence 
known in the city of Chicago!

 Since then, there were a few meetings with CPS and 
the existing parent group, La Casita Parent Youth Center.  
The parents’ pleas for the renovation of La Casita fell on 
deaf ears, and there ended communication with CPS.  
Three leadership bodies came and left. The few parents 
remaining were left to fend for themselves.  The PLP 
mom stayed with La Casita’s parents all this time.

But CPS had the power to shut down La Casita any-
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